
Tree Condition Assessment Guidelines: 
 

➢ Excellent – healthy tree with exceptional growth form; no visible defects; well-formed crown; few minor dead branches acceptable; this tree condition is rare. 
 
➢ Good – healthy tree; very minor defects/decay acceptable with callous forming/complete; well-formed crown; minor lean and/or few minor/major dead branches acceptable; vines may be growing 

along trunk but not present within crown. 
 
➢ Fair – health questionable/stress evident; structurally sound tree; defects present that do not affect structural integrity; moderate lean; minor/major dead branches may be present; crown not 

broken out but not necessarily well formed or even; vines may be growing along trunk and within crown. 
 

Ex. Fair tree could be experiencing insect damage, or exhibit a growth form that makes it very susceptible to wind damage in an open setting. 
 
➢ Poor – significant health problems; may be structurally unsound; may be dead or dying; may contain significant decay; may have broken or missing top/crown; may have heavy lean; vines may be 

significantly affecting tree health. 
 

➢ Standing dead – any tree inventoried that was standing upright and determined to be dead by the field team. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
These tree species may commonly exhibit dead branches and/or ratty growth form/structure, which should be taken into account when assessing tree condition:   
 

• Mulberry (Morus spp.) 
• Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 
• Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum) 
• Virginia Pine (Pinus virginiana) 
• Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea) 
• Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) 
• Osage Orange (Maclura pomifera) 
• Willow Oak (Quercus phellos) 
• Black Willow (Salix nigra) 
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