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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 (12: 00 p.m)
3 MR. BI NG Good afternoon. | am Andrew
41 Bing wth the Maryl and Departnent of
5| Transportation, State H ghway Adm nistration,
6| abbreviated MDOT SHA. Today is the fourth of the
7| six public hearings that MDOT SHA wi |l be
8 | conducting for the 1-495 and 1-270 Managed Lanes
9| Study Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent or
10| D E-1-S, the Draft section 4(f) Evaluation, and
11| Joint Permt Application, or J-P-A
12 | will be the Hearing O ficer and am
13| responsible for running today’ s public hearing.
14| Today's hearing is being held jointly by NMDOT SHA,
15| the Federal H ghway Adm nistration, and the
16 | Maryl and Departnent of the Environnent (MDE). On
17| behal f of these agencies and the Federal Hi ghway
18| Adm nistration as the | ead agency, | wel cone you.
19 The purpose of this hearing is for
20| interested parties to provide official testinony
21| and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives
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1| and associ ated inpacts as detailed in the DEIS,
2| and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetland
3| inpacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA
4 Today |I'lIl provide a brief overview of
5| the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic
6| resource inpacts docunented in the JPA. | wll
7| introduce the panelists and identify ways for you
8| to comment on the DEIS and JPA. Sone panelists
9! wll then give statenents on behalf of their
10| agency. Finally, | will review the hearing
11| procedures and start calling on participants to
12| provide testinony.
13 The purpose of the 1-495 & |1-270 Managed
14| Lanes Study is to develop a travel denmand
15| managenent solution or solutions that addresses
16 | congestion, inproves trip reliability on |I-495 and
17| 1-270 wwthin the study limts, and enhances
18 | existing and planned nmul ti nodal nobility and
19 | connectivity. The needs for the Study are:
20 | Accommodate existing traffic and long-termtraffic
21| growth; enhance trip reliability; provide
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1| additional roadway choices; inprove the Myvenent

2| of goods and services; and accommopbdat e Honel and

3| Security.

4 In addition, two goals were identified

5| for the Study; incorporate alternative funding

6| sources to achieve financial viability and

7| environnmental responsibility.

8 The study limts include 1-495 from south

9| of the George Washi ngton Menorial Parkway in

10 | Fairfax County, Virginia, including inprovenents
11| to the Anerican Legion Bridge over the Potonac

12| River to west of MD 5 and along 270, from1-495 to
13| north of 1-370, including the east and west [|-270
14| spurs in Montgonery and Prince George’s Counti es,
15| Maryl and.

16 In addition to the no-build alternative,
17| there are six Build Alternatives under

18 | consideration for inprovenents within these

199 limts. Aternatives 8, 9, 9 Mdified, 10, 13B

20 | and 13C.

21 Aquatic resource inpacts would range from
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1| between 155,229 and 156, 948 Li near Feet of

2| streans, between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of nonti dal

3| wetlands, between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetl and

4| puffers, between 116.5 and 120 acres of

5| FEMA100-year fl oodpl ains.

6 Detailed inpacts by alternative can be

71 found in the DEI'S, the JPA and the JPA Public

8| Notice. Please be rem nded that all hearing

9| materials, including the online narrative display
10| materials, are available on the Program website

11| which is 495-270-p3. Coni DEI S.

12 Today’' s public hearing is being

13| audio-recorded. The official transcript of the

14| Joint Public Hearing testinony will becone part of
15| the Project record and will be available for

16 | public review on the Program website.

17 | will now introduce representatives of
18 | MDOT SHA, FHWA and MDE who are in attendance for
19| today’'s hearing:

20 Li sa Choplin, [-495 & 1-270 P3 Program
211 Director, MDOT SHA. Jeff Folden, 1-495 & I1-270 P3
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1| Program Deputy Director, MDOT SHA. Caryn

2 Brookman, 1-495 & 1-270 P3 Program Envi ronnent al

3 | Program Manager, MDOT SHA

4 Shabnam | zadi, Title VI Coordi nator, NMDOT

5| SHA. Shabnamis listening live to the hearings

6| renotely. Jeanette Mar, FHWA Proj ect

7| Delivery/Environment Team Environnental Manager.

8| Keilyn Perez, FWHA Maryl and Division, Area

9| Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wtl ands

10| Division Chief, Maryland Departnent of the

11| Environnent, and Bill Seiger, Chief Waterway

12| Construction Division, Maryland Departnent of the
13 | Environnent.

14 And now on behal f of Shabnam | zadi, the
15| Title VI Oficer for today’'s public hearing, |

16| will explain the significance of Title VI and how
171 it relates to the transportation project planning
18 | process.

19 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
20| was put into effect to prohibit discrimnation on
21| the basis of race, color, or national origin. To
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1| support the Act, the United States governnent
2| designated additional statues, |aws, regul ations
3| and executive orders to provide guidance for the
4| effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.
5 As a recipient of federal funds, NMDOT SHA
6| i1s responsible for upholding the principles of
7| Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 and
8| related guidance. MDOT SHA s policies and
9| prograns should not discrimnate agai nst people on
10| the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,
11| age, English proficiency, incone |evel, or
12| disability. The MDOT SHA policies and prograns
13 | should avoid disproportionately high or adverse
14| inpacts on mnority popul ations and | ow i ncone
15| popul ati ons.
16 MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,
17| stakehol der groups, and other interested parties
18| with reasonable opportunities to be involved in
19 | the planning process.
20 Wth that said, MDOT is required to
21| capture this data to denonstrate its conpliance
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1| with Federal Regulation 23 CFR 200.9 (b)(4), and

2| nore inportantly, to consider the transportation

3| needs of the community by hearing from you.

4| Conpliance is voluntary.

5 However, in order to denonstrate

6| conpliance with the federal regulations, the

7| information requested nust be docunented when

8| provided. It will not be used for any other

9| purpose, except to show that those who are

10| affected by the project or have an interest in the
11| project or have an interest in the project have

12| been given an opportunity to provide input

13 | throughout the planning process.

14 W invite you to take our Vol untary

15| Denographic Survey. This survey wll help us to
16 | ensure that we are reaching the communities that
17| are affected by the 1-495 and |-270 Managed Lanes
18 | studies. |If you have questions or need

19 | assistance, you can call 410-545-0377 for nore

20 information regarding Title VI of the CGvil R ghts
211 Act of 1964 and ot her non-discrimnation |aws,
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1| reviewthe civil rights under Title VI brochure.
2 Both the survey and brochure can be found
3| on the Programwebsite by visiting the Participate
41 and Provi de Feedback page, and they’ re avail abl e
5| here as well.
6 Lastly, any nenber of the public has the
7|1 right to file a discrimnation conplaint against
8| MDOT SHA if he or she feels MDOI SHA does not
9| conply with the Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act
10| of 1964 and the related statutes. The process for
11| filing a conplaint is outlined in the Title VI
12 | brochure, which again is |located on the website
13| and al so here.
14 Lastly, if you or soneone that you know
15| speaks limted English and may need a transl ation
16 | services to get project information, please call
17| 833-858-5960 for assistance.
18 At this time, | will turn the proceedi ngs
19| to Aranda Sigillito to provide her statenent on
20 | behalf of the Maryl and Departnent of the
211 Environnent.
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1 M5. SIG LLITO Thank you. M nane is
2| Amanda Sigillito and I am Chief of the Nonti dal
3| Wetlands Division of Maryl and Departnent of the
4| Environnent, abbreviated MDE. | amthe Paneli st
5| representing MDE at this public informational
6| hearing for the [-495 & |1-270 Managed Lane Study,
71 Joint Permt Application. ©NDE appreciates both
8| your interest and participation in the public
9| comment process.
10 It is the responsibility of MXE to
11| evaluate applications that propose inpacts to
12| nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and
13 | waterways, including the 100-year nonti dal
14 | fl oodpl ai n.
15 MDE' s authority is found in Subtitles 5
16 | and 9 of the Environnent Article. Each
17| application received through the regul atory
18 | process has specific and unique issues and i npacts
19| that nust be considered in relationship to
20| weighing the potential benefits and detrinents of
21| the Project.
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1 MDE i s neither a proponent nor opponent
2| of any project. This public informational hearing
3| is being conducted pursuant to 5-204 of the
41 Environnent Article and Code of Maryl and
5 Regul ations 26.23.02.02 and 26. 17. 04. 13.
6 The purpose of this public informational
7| hearing is to provide the applicant with an
8| opportunity to present an analysis of inpacts that
9| may be associated with the proposed activity. In
10| addition, the hearing provides the MDE wth an
11| opportunity to solicit additional information from
12| interested persons.
13 This public informational hearing is for
14| the Nontidal Wetlands and WAt erways Permt
15| Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submtted for
16 | the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation, State
17| H ghway Adm nistration for the proposed
18 | construction of managed | anes along the 1-495 and
19 | -270 corridors within Montgonery and Prince
20 | Ceorge’'s Counti es.
21 Pl ease note that when MDE issues its
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1| decision on the permt application, the
2| acconpanying information will be sent to the
3| interested persons list, as well as to the
41 applicant. At that tine MDE's decision will be a
5| final agency determ nation. There will be no
6| further opportunity for adm nistrative review
7 Any person with standing who is either
8| the applicant or who participated in the public
9| participation process through the subm ssion of
10| witten or oral comments may petition for judicial
11| reviewin Crcuit Court. The petition for
12| judicial review nust be filed within 30 days of
13| the publication of the MDE permt decision. At
14| this time | wll turn the proceedi ngs back to M.
15| Bing. Thank you.
16 MR. Bl NG Ckay. There are nmultiple
17| ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA. You can
18 | provide oral testinony through the public hearing
19| or leave your testinony by voicemail. You can
20| also conplete a Comment Form online and send in an
211 email or a witten letter.
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1 Details on ways to comment can be found
2| on the Programwebsite by visiting the Participate
3| and Provide Feedback page. Comments related to
4| the JPA can be nmailed or emailed to USACE
5| Baltinore District or MDE Wetl ands and Wat er ways
6| Program
7 Comment s nust be received before 11:59 PM
8 | on Novenber 9, 2020. Please continue to visit the
9| Program website, 495-270-p3.com DElIS for updates.
10| Al comments received, whether at the hearing
11| through oral testinony or through other nethods
12| such as a Comment Form voicenail, email and
13| letter, wll be given equal consideration.
14 Agai n, the purpose of this public hearing
15| is to allowinterested parties to provide public
16 | comments on the DEIS and JPA. Today’s joint
17| public hearing is available to listen |ive by
18 | phone. Call-in information is available in the
19 | hearing brochure.
20 My role as the Hearing O ficer is to run
21| a professional and orderly joint public hearing.
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1| | understand how i nportant the issues are related
2| tothe DEIS and the JPA and | take ny role as
3| Hearing Oficer seriously.
4 | amcommtted to providing nmenbers of
5| the public an opportunity to provide comments in
6| an organized, fair, professional and orderly
7| manner. O fensive or profane |anguage will not be
8| allowed.
9 | also want to | et everyone know that the
10 | Agency representatives as well as nyself will not
11| be answering questions or responding to any
12| coments made during the hearing. Responses to
13| coments will be included in the Final
14| Environnental |npact Statenent.
15 If you have joined us today to listen to
16 | the public hearing and would like to provide
17| testinony, you nmay | eave recorded testinony via
18 | voicemail by calling 855-432-1483. Registration
19| is not required to | eave recorded testinony via
20 | voi cemi |l .
21 The panelists are interested in hearing
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1| comments about the Study fromall interested
2| individuals. Please renenber that we are
3| recording this hearing. Speak directly and
41 clearly into the m crophone, and provide your full
5| nane, spell your nanme, and al so provide your
6| address, and any organi zati on you may represent.
7 To ensure all wll be heard there will be
8| athree-mnute testinony and a five-mnute tine
9| limt for elected officials. The tinme clock wll
10| start after you introduce yourself. As a Hearing
11| Oficer, if you are unable to conplete and
12 | concl ude your comments at the end of your tine
13| period, | wll ask you to finish your testinony.
14 Ckay. That’'s the end of the prepared
15| statenents. W’'re now going to go to our first
16 | person who signed up to provide public testinony.
17| That would be Prince George’'s County Departnent of
18 | Public Wrks and Transportation Director Terry
19 | Bel | any.
20 So Terry, if you could cone on up. |If
21| you could talk directly into the m crophone and
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1| while you are providing testinony you can take
2| your mask off just to provide the testinony, and
3| then we ask you to put it back on once the
4| testinony is over.
5 So again, say your nane, spell your nane,
6| and provide your address and talk directly into
7| the m crophone.
8 MR. BELLAMY: Al right. Good
9| afternoon. Good eveni ng once again.
10 Good afternoon. Terry Bell any,
11| T-EERRY. B-E-L-L-A-MY. Director of Public
12| Works and Transportation, Prince George’s County,
13| 9400 Peppercorn Place, Suite 300, Largo, Maryl and.
14 Prince George’s County appreciates the
15| opportunity to speak as the 1-495 and 1-270
16 | Managed Lanes Study noves toward the Nati onal
17| Environnental Protection process and is currently
18 | open for comments on the Draft Environnent al
19 | Statenent.
20 The | engt hy docunent is now nearing
211 19,000 pages, since additional elenents was added
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1| after we publicly rel eased. Wen agenci es and
2| |arge organi zations are chall enged to pour through
3| a docunent of this size, it was not reasonable to
4| expect it to inpact a resident or concerned
5| individual to read, analyze and conment on such a
6| volum nous, technical docunent during the
7| Pandemc, by the initial Cctober 8, 2020 deadli ne,
8| and therefore we appreciate the very recent
9| extension to Novenber 9, 2020.
10 However, we note our concerns about the
11| overall manner of the transparency and timng for
12| public outreach. Covering the public outreach
13| portion of the comment period, the repeat of sone
14| and having the docunent available in a Maryl and
15| container type trailer is of significance and sone
16 | concern as was the release of the docunent w thout
17| notifying the public.
18 This does not fulfill the high standard
19| of transparency fromthe state and we can
20 | understand public trust in this process. As we
21| nove forward the County wants to be assured that
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1| the state is neeting the inpacted individuals and
2| provided anple and accessible notification
3| throughout the process.
4 The need for a holistic approach that
5| reduced congestion, incorporate the transit in
6| support of bal anced sustai nabl e devel opnment. W
7| wish to cooperate reasonably to address the
8 | Anmerican Legion Bridge and the Wodrow W1 son
9| Bridge through this project, bringing Maryland and
10| Virginia together on both sides of the Potonac
11| River.
12 It is critical that the project is
13| context sensitive, making a nore appropriate
14| connection to establish and plan major economc
15| drivers as specified by the County through the
16 | 1-495 corridor. And it’s a project tinely and
17| just west of MD 5 Interchange. W continue to
18 | believe that additional work is needed to ensure a
19 | conpl ete and conprehensi ve project.
20 The County has strongly advocated for
21| connectivity from Managed Lane Project to nmajor
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1| enploynent, activity centers, and especially
2| downtown Largo would contain a University of
3| Maryland Capitol Region Medical Center slated to
4| open next year.
5 The new draft contai ned pul sar assets and
6| points in 202 and 214, however, insufficient to
7| address the need of the community.
8 MR. Bl NG Just a reminder. You need to
9| wap up. That’'s three m nutes.
10 VR. BELLAMY: Aren’t we doing three to
111 five?
12 MR. Bl NG Three m nut es.
13 MR. BELLAMY: Thank you.
14 MR. BING Thank you. At this tinme |'ve
15| not been given any card indicating that anyone
16 | el se has shown up who wants to speak. | know we
17| have sone people here who are here to observe.
18 So this session of our public hearing,
19 | our Septenber 1st public hearing wll remain open
20| but we will be in recess until soneone shows up to
21| provide testinony. And this session of the public
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1| hearing will end at 1:30 where we will wel cone the
2| new group of people who have signed up to provide
3| testinony.
4 So we are in recess. Right nowit is
5| 12:25, and I will cone back periodically just to
6| provide the updates. Thank you very nuch.
7 (I'n Recess)
8 MR. BI NG Ckay. It’s 1:02 p.m W are
9| still recessed. W have not had any new peopl e
10| cone into the hearing roomto provide testinony.
11| We do anticipate having at | east one nore person
12| provide testinony prior to 1:30. Soneone is here,
13| they are taking notice and they haven't cone into
14| the hearing room So we will remain in recess
15| until either 1:30 when we wll close this session
16 | of today' s hearing, or we wll cone back when
17| soneone does cone into the hearing roomto provide
18 | testinony.
19 (I'n Recess)
20 MR. Bl NG W' re back fromrecess. It
211 is 1:05 p.m W do have soneone who has entered
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1| the hearing roomand signed up to provide public
2| testinony. At this tinme I"mgoing to call up the
3| President of the Regional Policy Advisors, Gry
4| Hodge, to provide testinony.
5 Gary, cone on up and as you're com ng up,
6| just a couple of quick remnders. You wll have
7| three mnutes. There is a clock in front of you
8| that wll start to count down. Please state your
9| nane, spell your nane, and provide your address.
10| And just one final rem nder. The panelists are
11| obviously here to hear what you have to say but
12| they wll not respond to any questions. Ckay.
13 VR. HODGE: My nane is Gary Hodge. [|I’'m
14| a fornmer Charles County Conm ssioner and Executive
15| Director of the Tri-County Council for Southern
16 | Maryl and and Chai rman of that body.
17 | ve been engaged in state and regional
18 | Transportation planning and advocacy for 50 years.
19 MR. BI NG I f you could just spell your
20 | npane and then state your address.
21 VR. HODGE: Gary Hodge, G A-R-Y.
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11 HODGE P.O Box 148, Wite Pl ains, Muryland.
2| Today |’'m speaking as a citizen of Maryl and.

3 | oppose the 495-270 Managed Lanes P. 3

41 and | support the No Build option.

S On June 5th 2019 | gave testinony on this
6| Project to the Board of Public Wrks. | said then
7| that there were three questions that needed to be
8 | answered before proceeding with the proposed

9| project.

10 First, will it work? Second, is it worth
11| the risk? And third, is it the best we can do.

12 The governor said those were good

13| questions. Fourteen (14) nonths ago, the answer
14| to all three questions was no. It still is no.

15| The EIS hasn’t changed that. [It’'s confirned.

16 | This Project can result in nore traffic

17| congestion, not |ess, defeating the stated purpose
18 | and need, and in spite of assurances, the P.3 w |
19| probably need to be subsidized by the state’'s

20 | taxpayers.

21 Puzzling, since transit alternatives were
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1| discarded because the state has no noney. Even if
2| one accepts the optimstic cost estimates of 9 and
3| a half billion dollars, the few m nutes saved in
41 comute tines are hardly worth the costs. 1In the
5| cruel ordeal that |ies ahead, years of
6| construction-related delays and traffic snarls,
7| entrance and exit ranps, interchanges, bridges,
8| detours, rerouting of traffic and high tolls.
9 How much | onger will the thousands of
10| people who live in the | ong shadow of this Project
11| be dangling on tenterhooks waiting for the Sword
12| of Danocles to fall on them their hones, their
13 | nei ghborhoods, their daily lives, their security.
14| |'ve item zed 18 critical concerns with this
15| Project in nmy witten testinony.
16 In the history of bad ideas, this cane as
17| still just a footnote that could be quickly
18 | forgotten, don’'t nmake it a whole chapter with
19| potentially dire and | ong-Ilasting consequences for
20 | decades to cone.
21 MR. Bl NG You have 30 seconds.
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1 VR. HODGE: Take a cool, hard | ook at

2| the critical mass of facts. It’s your own

3| analysis. D senthrall yourselves and let it go.

41 Al these hearings are doing now is bouncing the

5| rubble to quote Wnston Churchill. Past

6| testinony, letters, opinions, et cetera, confirm

7|1 that this is a fatally fought Project.

8 MR. BI NG Gary, you need to wrap up.

9 VR, HODGE: The only thing preventing

10| this project fromcollapsing is the weckage and
11| debris of the unconvincing argunents put forward
12| to support it. Not even 20,000 pages and a

13| mllion words can do that. Thank you very nuch.

14 MR. BI NG Thank you. Ckay. Again, the
15| tinme is 1:10. W do not have anyone el se who has
16 | signed in and is in the hearing roomto provide

17| testinony. So we’'re going to go back in recess

18 | until 1:30.

19 Again, this session of our public hearing
20| ends at 1:30. This public hearing is open till 9
21| o'clock tonight, but at 1:30 this session will end
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11 and we wll then have a second session begin and
2| we wll go over our statenents again. So at this
3| point we are in recess. Thank you very nuch.
4 (I'n Recess)
5 MR. BI NG Ckay. It is 1:30 p.m This
6| concludes the first session of our public hearing
71 on Septenber 1st 2020. W will start our second
8| session which will run from11:30 to 3 o’ cl ock.
9 We do have sone people here who are going
10| to provide sone public testinony but we are going
11| to first take a quick break, allow people to cone
12| into the roomand get settled, and then we w ||
13 | cone back on and nmke ny openi ng statenent as well
14| as allow an agency representative to nake their
15| statenment. So we will be back in a few mnutes to
16 | start our 1:30 to 3 o' clock session. Thank you.
17 (Long Pause)
18 MR. BI NG Ckay. We're going to get
19| started on our 1:30 to 3 o' clock session. It’s
20| today’'s public hearing. |'mgoing to read the
21| opening statenent by one of our agency
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1| representatives will also nake a statenent. W'l
2| go over a couple of ground rules and then we w |
3| hear fromthe nenbers of the public that are here
41 to provide the public testinony.
S So good afternoon. | am Andrew Bing with
6| the Maryland Departnent of Transportation State
7| H ghway Adm ni stration abbreviated MDOT SHA.
8| Today's the fourth of six Joint Public Hearings
9| that MDOT SHA will be conducting for the |1-495 and
10| 1-270 Managed Lane Study Draft Environnent al
11| I npact Statenment or D-E-1-S. The Draft Section is
12| for our evaluation and Joint Permt Application or
13 | JPA
14 "Il be the Hearing O ficer and am
15| responsible for running today’s public hearing.
16 | Today's hearing is being held jointly by NMDOT SHA,
17| the Federal H ghway Adm nistration and the
18 | Maryl and Departnent of the Environnent. On behalf
19| of these agencies and the Federal Hi ghway
20 Adm nistration as the | ead agency, | wel cone you.
21 The purpose of this hearing is for
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1| interested parties to provide official testinony
2| and comments on the Study’'s proposed alternatives
3| and associated inpacts as detailed in the DEIS and
4| the Fl oodpl ain Waterway and Nonti dal Wetl and
5| inpacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA
6 They will provide a brief overview of the
7| Managed Lane Study background and the aquatic
8| resource inpacts docunent in the JPA
9| I will introduce the panelists and identify ways
10| for you to comment on the DEIS and JPA.
11 Sonme panelists will then give statenents
12| on behalf of their agency. Finally, I wll review
13| the hearing procedures and start calling up
14| participants to provide testinony.
15 The purpose of the 1-495 and 1-270
16 | Managed Lanes Study is to develop a travel denand
17| managenent solution or solutions that addresses
18 | congestion and inproves trip reliability on I-495
19| and 1-270 wwthin the Study limts and enhances
20 | existing and planned nmultinodal nobility and
21| connectivity.
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1 The needs for the Study are: Accommodate

2| existing traffic and long-termtraffic grow h;

3| enhance trip reliability; provide additional

41 roadway travel choices; inprove the Mvenent of

5| goods and services; and acconmobdat e Honel and

6| Security.

7 In addition, two goals were identified

8| for this Study. Incorporate alternative funding

9| sources to achieve financial viability and

10 | environnmental responsibility. The Study limts

11| include 1-495 fromsouth of the George Washi ngton
12| Menorial Parkway in Fairfax County, Virginia,

13| including the existing American Legion Bridge over
14| the Potomac River, to west of MD 5 and along I-270
15| from1-495 to north of [-370, including east and
16 | west of 1-270"s spurs in Montgonery and Prince

17| CGeorge’s Counties, Maryl and.

18 In addition to the No Build Alternative
19| there are 6 Build Alternatives under consideration
201 for inprovenents within these limts.

211 Alternatives 8, 9, 9 Mddified, 10, 13B and 13C.
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1 Aquatic resource inpacts would range from
2| between 155,229 and 156,948 |inear feet of
3| streans. Between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of Nonti dal
4| Wetlands, between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetl and
5| buffers. And between 116.5 of 120 acres of
6 | FEMALOO-year fl oodpl ains.
7 Detail ed i npacts by each alternative can
8| be found in the DEIS, the JPA and the JPA public
9| Notice. Please be rem nded that all hearing
10| materials, including online narrative display
11| materials are avail able on the Program website
12 | 495-270- P3. coni DEI S.
13 Today’' s public hearing is being audio
14| recorded. The official transcript of the Joint
15| Public Hearing testinony will becone part of the
16 | Project records and wll be available for public
17| review on the Program website.
18 | will now introduce representatives of
19| the MDOT SHA, Federal H ghway Adm nistration, and
20| the Maryl and Departnent of the Environnment in
21| attendance for today’'s hearing. Lisa Choplin,
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11 1-495 and |-270 P.3 Program Director, NMDOT SHA;

2| Jeff Fol den,

3| 1-495 and 1-270 P.3 Program Deputy Director, NDOT

41 SHA, Caryn Brookman, 1-495 and |-270 P.3 Program

5| and Environnental Program Manager, NDOT SHA,

6| Shabnamlzadi, Title VI Coordi nator NMDOT SHA.

7| Shabnamis listening live to the hearings

8| renotely. Keilyn Perez, FHWA Maryl and Di vi si on

9| Area Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wetl ands
10| Division Chief, Maryland Departnment of the

11| Environnent; Bill Seiger, Chief Waterway

12| Construction Division, Maryland Departnent of the
13 | Environnent.

14 And now on behal f of Shabnam | zadi, the
15| Title VI Oficer for today's public hearing, |'1II
16 | explain the significance of Title VI and how it

17| relates to the Transportation Project Planning

18 | process.

19 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
20| was put into effect to prohibit discrimnation on
21| the basis of race, color, or national origin. To
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1| support the Act, the United States Governnent
2| designated additional statutes, |aws, regul ations
3| and executive orders to provide guidance for the
4| effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.
5 As a recipient of federal funds NMDOT SHA
6| i1s responsible for upholding the principles of
7| Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 and
8| related guidance. MDOT SHA s policies and
9| prograns should not discrimnate agai nst people on
10| the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,
11| age, English proficiency, incone |evel, or
12| disability.
13 The MDOT SHA policies and prograns should
14| avoi d disproportionately high or adverse inpacts
15| on mnority popul ations and | owi ncone
16 | popul ati ons.
17 MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,
18 | stakehol der groups, and other interested parties
19| with reasonable opportunities to be involved in
20| the planning process. Wth that said, MDOT SHA is
21| required to capture this data to denonstrate its
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1| conpliance with federal regulation 23 CFR 200.9

2| Section (b)(4). And nore inportantly, to consider

3| the transportation needs of the community by

4| hearing fromyou.

5 Conpl i ance is voluntary. However, in

6| order to denonstrate conpliance with the federal

7| regulation, the information requested nust be

8 | docunented when provided. It wll not be used for

9| any other purpose except to show that those who

10| are affected by the Project or have an interest in
11| the Project have been given an opportunity to

12| provide input throughout the planning process.

13 We invite you to take our voluntary

14 | denographic survey. This survey wll help us to
15| ensure that we are reaching the communities that
16 | are affected by the [-495 and I-270 Managed Lane
17| Study. |If you have questions or need assi stance,
18 call 410-545-0377.

19 For nore information regarding Title VI
20 of the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964, and ot her

21| non-discrimnation |aws, review the Cvil Rights
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1| under Title VI brochure. The survey and brochure
2| can be found on the programwebsite by visiting
3| the Participate and Provi de Feedback page as wel |
41 as it is here at the registration table.
5 Lastly, any nenber of the public has the
6| right to file a discrimnation conplaint against
71 MDOT SHA, if he or she feels that MDOT SHA does
8| not conply with Title VI of the Gvil Rights Act
9| of 1964 and the related statutes. The process for
10| filing a conplaint is outlined in the Title VI
11| brochure located on the programwebsite as well as
12| here at the registration table.
13 Lastly, if you or soneone you know speaks
14| limted English and may need transl ation services
15| to get project information, please call
16 | 833-858-5960 for assistance. At this time | wll
17| turn the proceedings over to Amanda Sigillito from
18 | the Maryl and Departnent of the Environnent to
19 | provide her statenent.
20 M5. SIGELLITO Hel | o and good
21| afternoon. M nane is Amanda Sigillito and I am
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1| Chief of the Nontidal Wetlands Division at the

2| WMaryland Departnent of the Environnent. |’'mthe

3| panelist representing MDE at the public

4| informational hearing for the 1-495 and |-270

5| Managed Lane Study Joint Permt Application.

6 IVDE appreci ates both your interest and

7| participation in the public coment process. It

8| is the responsibility of MDE to eval uate

9| applications of proposed inpacts to Nonti dal

10 | Wetl ands and Nontidal Wetland buffer and wat erways
11| including the 100 Year Nontidal Fl oodpl ain.

12 MDE' s authority is found in subtitles 5
13| and 9 of the Environnental Article. Each

14| application received through our regulatory

15| program has specific and uni que issues and i npacts
16 | that nust be considered in relationship to any

17| potential benefits and detrinents of the project.
18 MDE is neither a proponent or opponent of
19| any project. This public informational hearing is
20 | bei ng conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of

211 the Environnent Article and Code of WMaryl and
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1| Regul ations 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04. 13.
2 The purpose of this public informational
3| hearing is to provide the applicant with an
4| opportunity to present an anal ysis inpact that may
5| be associated with the proposed activity. 1In
6| addition, the hearing provides MDE with an
7| opportunity to solicit additional information to
8| interested persons.
9 This public informational hearing is for
10 | the Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permt
11| Application nunber 20-NT-0114/2020 620649
12| submtted by the Maryl and Departnent of
13| Transportation State H ghway Adm nistration for
14| the proposed construction of nmanaged | anes al ong
15| the 1-495 and |1-270 corridors within Montgonery
16 | and Prince George’s Counti es.
17 Pl ease note that when MDE issues its
18 | decision on the permt application, the
19 | acconpanying information will be sent to the
20| interested persons list as well as the applicant.
21| At that time MDE's decision will be a final agency
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1| determnation. There will be no further
2| opportunity for admnistrative review. Any person
3| wth standing, who's either the applicant or who
4| participated in the public participation process
5| through the subm ssion of witten or oral comments
6| may petition for judicial reviewin Crcuit Court.
7|1 The petition for judicial review nust be filed
8| wthin 30 days of the publication of MDE' s permt
9| deci sion.
10 At this tinme | wll nowturn the
11| proceedi ngs back to M. Bing.
12 MR. Bl NG Thank you, Amanda. There are
13| multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA. You
14| can provide oral testinony through the public
15| hearing or |eave your testinony by voicenail.
16 You could also conplete a comment form
171 online or send an enail or a witten letter.
18 | Details on ways to comment can be found on the
19| program website by visiting Participate and
20 | Provi de Feedback page.
21| Comrents related to the JPA can be mail ed or
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1| emailed to the U.S. Arny Corps of ENngi neers,
2| Baltinore District or Maryland Departnent of the
3| Environnent, Wetlands and WAt erways Program
4 Comment s nust be received before 11:59
5| p.m on Novenber 9, 2020. Please continue to
6| visit the program website 495-270 p3.com DEI S for
7| updates. Al comments received whether they’ re at
8| the hearing through oral testinony or through
9| other nethods such as a Cooment Form a voicenmail,
10| email and letter wll be given equal
11| consi derati on.
12 Agai n the purpose of this public hearing
13| is to allowinterested parties to provide public
14| comments on the DEIS and JPA.
15| Today's Joint Public Hearing is available to
16| listen live by phone. Call in information is
17| available in the hearing brochure.
18 My role as the Hearing O ficer is to run
19| a professional and orderly Joint Public Hearing.
20 | | understand how i nportant the issues are rel ated
21| to the DEIS and the JPA and | take ny role as
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1| Hearing Oficer seriously. | amcommtted to
2| providing nenbers of the public an opportunity to
3| provide comments in an organi zed, fair,
4| professional and orderly manner.
5 O fensive or profane |anguage wll not be
6| allowed. | also want to | et everyone know t hat
7| the agency representatives as well as nyself, wll
8| not be answering questions or respond to any
9| coments nade during the hearing. Responses to
10| coments will be included in the Final
11 Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.
12 If you have joined us today to listen to
13| the public hearing, if you would |ike to provide
14| testinony, you nmay | eave recorded testinony via
15| voicemail by calling 855-432-1483. Registration
16 | is not required when you | eave recorded testinony
171 in voi cemail .
18 The panelists are interested in hearing
19| comments about the Study fromall interested
20 | individuals.
21 Pl ease renenber that we are recording
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1| this hearing. Speak directly and clearly into the
2| mcrophone and provide your full nanme, address,
3| and any organi zation you may represent. To ensure
4| all wll be heard, there will be a three-m nute
S| time limt on the public testinony and a
6| five-mnute tine limt for elected officials.
7|1 That tinme wll be on the clock in front of you
8 | when you are speaking. The tinme wll start after
9| you introduce yourself.
10 As the Hearing Oficer if you are unable
11| to conclude your comments at the end of your tine
12| period, | wll ask you to finish your testinony.
13 So that ends the prepared statenents that
14| we have. W’re now going to go to our public
15| testinony fromour caller’s first person and that
16| is Bill Oleans. Bill, cone on up to the podium
17| You can take your mask off to provide the public
18 | testinony on the m crophone that's on. Please
19| state your nane and spell your nane and state your
20 | address.
21 MR, ORLEANS: Bill Oleans. B-I-L-L.
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11 ORL-EEA-NS. P. O Box 292, Geenbelt,

2 Maryl and, 20768.

3 W' ve just been told there will be no

41 answer to any questions. M. Sigilitto, aml

5| pronouncing that correctly, indicated that MXE

6| wll be sending its Final Determ nation to all

7| interested parties. She then went on to say that

8| her parties of record could pursue it in Court.

9 At one point while she may not be able to
10 | answer this question now, it should be in the form
11| for all of us here today and |istening how we can
12| becone interested parties and how, in fact, you

13| can becone parties of record if there's a

14| distinction between the two.

15 | have spoken with Ms. Choplin briefly

16 | before this hearing was convened and | had spoken
17| with her a year ago and indicated at tine | was

18 | looking forward to the release of the Draft DEIS
19| and obtaining a copy. | had no idea that it would
20| pe affirnmed extensive as it is and | know that’s
21| hard work for MDOT to print. But | appreciate
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1| publicly ny desire to have a hard copy. It’s
2| inaccessible to ne online. Wile |I have a Smart
3| device, | can’'t read anything on that snmall device
41 beyond a relatively short email. A short email.
S| And ny library which is a five-mnute wal k from ny
6| house is not open so | can’t go there nor do |
7| have regular transportation, can | go anywhere
8| where there may be a hard copy for nme to | ook at.
9 In the past on major projects | would
10| request a hard copy and obtain a hard copy. [|I'm
11| restating that request today. | haven't read
12| anything within the DEIS. |’'mnot prepared to
13| comment on anything that is contained within it.
14 | wll repeat nyself in part fromthe
15| public hearing on the I CC nmany years ago, | am an
16 | autonobile enthusiast. | like to drive. | like
17| good roads. This is not, this so-called relief
18| plan, it is not an inprovenent to the existing
19| Beltway nor [-270, and | oppose it inits
20| entirety, again wthout having read anything in
211 it, the plans to wden the Beltway in part or in
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1| total or 1-495 or 1-270 in part or in total.
2 | don’t know how nuch of our | andscape is
3| given over to pave roadways which | would like to
4| (lnaudible). Yes, | see that. But, in fact, too
5| much of our |andscape is given over to good roads
6| and al so bad roads. And what we collectively know
7| as species as the residents of Maryland and to the
8| United States of Anerica, we need to cone up with
9| a way that we can transport ourselves or be

10| transported in a way that is nore conducive to

11| pmaintaining the | andscape as | andscape and not

12| paved road. So again |I'’masking publicly for a

13| copy, a hard copy of the DEIS and since | ' mtold
14 | " m not precluded from speaking in Rockville next
15| week or in 10 days, | hope to have at |east a

16 | chance to peruse it before that public hearing.

17| Thank you.

18 MR. Bl NG Ckay. Thank you. At this

19| point | have not been given any additional nanes
20| of people who wish to testify at this tine. So we
211 will gointorecess. It is 1:53 p.m This
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1| session, this is Session 2 of our public hearing

2| today, and this will run from1:30 to 3 o’ cl ock.

3| |’ve just been handed a nane so we will not go

4| into recess and we wll continue on.

5 So at this point our next speaker wll be

6| Denvia Johnson. Just give ne one second. M.

7| Johnson, as you cone up, you will have three

8| mnutes. Please state your nane and spell your

9| nane and state your address.

10 M5.  JOHNSON: Good afternoon. It’s

11| Denvia, D-E-N-V-I-A. Mddle initial is B. And
12| Johnson, J-OOHNS-ON I|I'mat 1709 Pine Cone
13| Court in Bow e, which happens to be (I naudible)
14| fromwhere we are.

15 So I’ve been living in this area using
16| the Beltway for the last 40 years and | have a
17| couple of concerns. | have a concern with the
18| (inaudible) list, | believe it is where you're
19| going to have possibly tolls on the road. |I'm
20| told the expansion is going to need take nobney.
211 So I'msure the tolls wll pay for that. But I
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1| don’t know exactly where they're going to be.
2 | get on at Landover Road or the Central
3| Avenue. So | don’'t want to have to pay a toll to
41 go to Landover Road to Greenbelt or to get on the
5| Central Avenue to go to Branch Avenue.
6 The nost inportant thing |’ m concerned
7| about is people’s property. So if you re going to
8 | expand the road, that neans soneone’s property, |
9| don’t know how many, | have been told yet, cone in
10 | these back yards or property that's going to be
11| taken away fromthem
12 And that involves also their property for
13| their hone, what their honmes are worth, and that’s
14| a major concern for ne. And | tell you the truth,
15| 1'd rather go ahead and just deal with the
16 | community traffic that |’ve been dealing wth.
17| 1’ve worked from here going up to Bethesda to
18 | Wwalter Reed.
19| | was, you know, in different things. |’ve
20| traveled many roads. | just deal wth the
211 traffic.
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1 Thank you so nmuch. Have a good day.

2 MR. Bl NG Thank you. So at this tine

3| again, | have not been given any indication that

41 we have any additional people who would like to

5| speak. So we are going to go into recess. It is

6| 1:55 p.m W are going to go in recess. | wll

7| conme back and provide updates to people but again,

8| this session goes until 3 o’clock, but | wll

9| provide updates before then or if sonmeone cones in
10| who is looking to provide testinony, we will cone
11| back fromrecess. So thank you very nuch.

12 (I n Recess)

13 MR. BI NG Ckay. It’s 2:30 p.m W are
14| in recess. W have not had any additional people
15| arrive in order to provide public testinony. W
16| will remain in session for the second session of
17| the Septenber 1st public hearing until 3 o’ cl ock.
18 | f soneone cones in wshing to provide

19| public testinony, obviously we will do that. |If
200 not, we will end this session at 3 o’ clock and

21| then start our Session 3, again at 3 o' clock. So
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11 we wll remain in recess. Thank you.
2 (I n Recess)
3 MR. BI NG Ckay. (Good afternoon again.
41 It is now3 o clock ppm W are nowgoing to
5| concl ude our second session of our public hearing
6| and it wll run until 9 o'clock tonight.
7 Qur next session, Session 3 wll begin in
8| afewmnutes and run from 3 o’ clock until 4:30.
9| Soin afewmnutes | wll conme back on and we'll
10| read our opening statenents as well as hear from
11| one of the agency representatives with her
12| statenent and then if we have anyone here to
13| provide public testinony, we’ll take that
14 | testinony.
15 So we are in recess for a few m nutes
16 | until we start Session nunber 3. Thank you.
17 (I n Recess)
18 MR. BI NG Ckay. (Good afternoon,
19| everyone. W are going to start Session 3 of our
20| public hearing which runs from3 o’ clock till
211 4:30. So I'mgoing to read a prepared statenent.
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1| One of our agency representatives wll also read

2| her prepared statenent, and then we will see if

3| there are people here to provide public testinony.

4 So good afternoon. | am Andrew Bing with

5| the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation State

6| Hi ghway Adm nistration, abbreviated MDOT SHA.

7| Today is the fourth of six public hearings that

8| MDOT SHA will be conducting for the |1-495 and

9| 1-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft Environnent al

10| Inpact Statenent or DEIS, the Draft section 4(f)
11| Evaluation, and Joint Permt Application for JPA
12 "Il be the Hearing O ficer and am

13| responsible for running today’ s public hearing.

14| Today's hearing is being held jointly by NMDOT SHA,
15| the Federal H ghway Adm nistration and the

16 | Maryl and Departnent of the Environnent. On behalf
17| of these agencies and the Federal Hi ghway

18| Adm nistration as the | ead agency, | wel cone you.
19 The purpose of this hearing is for

20| interested parties to provide official testinony
21| and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives
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1| and associated inpacts as detailed in the DEI'S on
2| Fl oodpl ain, Waterways and Nonti dal Wetl and i npacts
3| detailed in the Federal/State JPA.
4 Today | wll provide a brief overview of
5| the Managed Study background and the aquatic
6| resource inpacts docunented in the JPA. | wll
7| introduce the panelists and identify ways for you
8| to comment on the DEI'S and JPA.
9 Sone panelists will then give statenents
10 | on behalf of their agency. Finally, 1"l review
11| the hearing procedures and start calling for
12| participants to provide testinony. The purpose of
13| the 1-495 and
14| 1-270 Managed Lane Study is to develop a travel
15| demand nmanagenent sol ution or solutions that
16 | addresses congestion, inproves trip reliability on
171 1-495 and 1-270 within the study limts, and
18 | enhances existing and planned nmultinodal nobility
19| and connectivity. The needs for the Study are:
20 | Accommodate existing traffic and long-termtraffic
21| growth; enhance trip reliability; provide
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1| additional roadway travel choices; inprove the

2| Movenent of goods and services; and accommobdat e

3| Honel and Security.

4 In addition, two goals were identified

5| for the Study: Incorporate alternative funding

6| sources to achieve financial viability and

7| environnmental responsibility. The study limts

8 | include:

9| 1-495 fromsouth of the George Washi ngton Menori al
10 | Parkway in Fairfax County Virginia, including

11| inprovenents to the American Legion Bridge over

12| the Potomac River, to west of MD 5 and along I-270
13| from1-495 to north of [-370, including the east
14| and west 1-270 spurs in Mntgonery and Prince

15| Ceorge’s Counties, Maryl and.

16 In addition to the no-build alternative,
17| there are six Build Alternatives under

18 | consideration for inprovenents within these

199 limts: Aternatives 8, 9, 9Mddified, 10, 13B and
20| 13C. Aguatic resource inpacts would range from

21| Between 155, 229 and 156, 948 Li near Feet of
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1| streans; between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of nonti dal

2| wetl ands; between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetl and

3| buffers; between 116.5 and 120 acres of

4 | FEMA100-year fl oodpl ains.

5 Detailed inpacts by alternative can be

6| found in the DEIS, the JPA and the JPA Public

71 Notice. Please be rem nded that all hearing

8| materials, including online narrated display

9| materials, are available on the Program website,
10 | 495-270- p3. coni DEI S.

11 Today’' s public hearing is being

12| audi o-recorded. The official transcript of the

13| joint public hearing testinony will becone part of
14| the project record and wll be available for

15| public review on the Program website.

16 | will now introduce representatives of
17| NMDOT SHA, FHWA, and Maryl and Departnent of the

18 | Environnent who are in attendance for today’'s

19| hearing. Lisa Choplin, [-495 & 1-270 P3 Program
200 Director, MDOT SHA; Jeff Folden, 1-495 & 1-270 P3
21| Program Deputy Director, NMDOT SHA; Caryn Brooknman,
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1] 1-495 & 1-270 P3 Program Environnental Program

2| Manager, MDOT SHA; Shabnamlzadi, Title VI

3| Coordinator, MDOT SHA. Shabnamis listening live

41 to the hearings renotely. Keilyn Perez, FHMA

5| Maryland D vision, Area Engi neer; Amanda

6| Sigillito, Nontidal Wetlands D vision Chief,

7| Maryl and Departnent of the Environnment. Bill

8| Seiger Chief, Waterways Construction Division,

9| Maryland Departnent of the Environnent.

10 And now on behal f of Shabnam | zadi, the
11| Title VI Oficer for today’'s public hearing, |

12 will explain the significance of Title VI and how
13| it relates to the transportation project planning
14 | process.

15 Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964
16 | was put into effect to prohibit discrimnation on
17| the basis of race, color, or national origin. To
18 | support the Act, the United States Gover nnment

19 | designated additional statutes, |aws, regulations,
20 | and executive orders to provide guidance for the
21| effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.
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1 As a recipient of federal funds, NMDOT SHA
2| is responsible for upholding the principles of
3| Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 and
4| related guidance. MDOI SHA's policies and
5| prograns should not discrimnate agai nst people on
6| the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,
7| age, English proficiency, incone |evel, or
8| disability.
9 The MDOT SHA policies and prograns should
10| avoid disproportionally high or adverse inpacts on
11| mnority popul ati ons and | ow i ncone popul ati ons.
12| NMDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens, stakehol der
13| groups, and other interested parties wth
14| reasonabl e opportunities to be involved in the
15| pl anni ng process.
16 Wth that said, MDOT is required to
17| capture this data to denonstrate its conpliance
18| with Federal Regulation 23 CFR 200.9 (b)(4), and
19| nore inportantly, to consider the transportation
20 | needs of the community by hearing fromyou.
21| Conpliance is voluntary.
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1 However, in order to denonstrate
2| conpliance with the federal regulation, the
3| information requested nust be docunented when
41 provided. It will not be used for any other
5| purpose except to show that those who are affected
6| by the project or have an interest in the project
7| have been given the opportunity to provide input
8 | throughout the planning process.
9 W invite you to take our Vol untary
10 | Denographic Survey. This survey wll help us to
11| ensure that we are reaching the communities that
12| are affected by the 1-495 & I-270 Managed Lanes
13| Study. |If you have questions or need assistance,
14| call 410-545-0377. For nore information regarding
15| Title VI of the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964 and ot her
16 | non-discrimnation laws, review the Gvil R ghts
17| under Title VI brochure. Both the survey and
18 | brochure can be found on the Program website by
19| wvisiting the Participate and Provi de Feedback
20 page. O, you can grab it at the registration
21| table, here at the hearing.
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1 Lastly, any nenber of the public has the
2| right to file a discrimnation conplaint against
3| MDOT SHA if he or she feels MDOI SHA does not
4| comply with Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of
5| 1964 and the related statutes. The process for
6| filing a conplaint is outlined in the Title VI
7| brochure | ocated on the website and at the
8| registration table.
9 I f you or soneone that you know speaks
10| limted English and may need transl ation services
11| to get project information, please call
12| 833-858-5960 for assistance.
13 At this time | wll turn the proceedi ngs
14| over to Amanda Sigillito fromthe Maryl and
15| Departnent of the Environnment to provide her
16 | statenent.
17 M5. SIGELLITO Hello. M nane is
18| Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nontidal Wtlands
19| Dvision at the Maryl and Departnent of the
20 | Environnent abbreviated MDE. | amthe Paneli st
21| representing MDE at this public informational
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 54

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Joint Public Hearing - September 1, 2020 1-495 and [-270 MANAGED LANE STUDY

1| hearing for the |1-495 and I-270 Managed Lane
2| Study, Joint Permt Application. NDE appreciates
3| both your interest and participation in the public
4| comment process.
5 It is the responsibility of MJE to
6| evaluate applications that propose inpacts to
71 nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer,
8 | and waterways, including the 100-year nonti dal
9| floodplain. NMDE s authority is found in Subtitles
10| 5 and 9 of the Environnent Article. Each
11| application received through our regulatory
12 | program has specific and uni que issues and i npact
13| that nust be considered in relationship to
14| weighing the potential benefits and detrinents of
15| the project. MDE is neither a proponent nor
16 | opponent of any project.
17 This public informational hearing is
18 | being conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of
19| the Environnent Article and Code of Maryl and
20 Regul ati ons 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04.13. The
21| purpose of this public informational hearing is to
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1| provide the applicant with an opportunity to
2| present an analysis of inpacts that may be
3| associated wwth the proposed activity.
4 I n addition, the hearing provides ME
5| with an opportunity to solicit additional
6| information frominterested persons
7 This public informational hearing is for
8| the Nontidal Wetlands and \Waterways Permt
9| Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submitted by
10| the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation State
11| H ghway Adm nistration for the proposed
12| construction of Managed Lanes along the 1-495 and
13 | -270 corridors within Montgonery and Prince
14| (George’s Counti es.
15 Pl ease note that when MDE issues its
16 | decision on the permt application, the
17| acconpanying information will be sent to the
18 | interested persons list, as well as to the
19| applicant. At that tine MDE' s decision wll be a
20| final agency determ nation; there wll be no
21| further opportunity for admnistrative review.
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1| Any person with standing, who is either the
2| applicant or who participated in the public
3| participation process through the subm ssion of
41 witten or oral comments may petition for judicial
5| reviewin Grcuit Court. The petition for
6| judicial review nust be filed within 30 days of
7| the publication of MDE's permt decision. At this
8| time | wll turn the proceedi ngs back to M. Bing.
9 MR. Bl NG Thank you, Amanda. There are
10| multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You
11| can provide oral testinony through the public
12| hearing or |eave your testinony by voicemail. You
13| can also conplete a Comment Form online or send an
14| email or witten letter. Details on ways to
15| coment can be found on the Program website by
16 | visiting the Participate and Provi de Feedback
17 | page.
18 Comments related to the JPA can be mail ed
19| or emailed to U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
20| Baltinore District or Maryland Departnent of the
21| Environnent, Wetlands and Wat erways Program
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1| Coments nust be received before 11:59 p.m on
2| Novenber 9, 2020. Please continue to visit the
3| Program website, 495-270-p3.com DEIS, for updates.
41 Al comments received, whether at the hearing
5| through oral testinony or through other nethods,
6| such as a Comment Form voicenail, email, and/or
7| letter will be given equal consideration.
8 Agai n, the purpose of this public hearing
9| isto allowinterested parties to provide public
10| comments on the DEIS and JPA. Today’s joint
11| public hearing is available to listen |ive by
12| phone. Call-in information is available in the
13 | hearing brochure.
14 My role as the Hearing O ficer is to run
15| a professional, orderly joint public hearing. |
16 | understand how i nportant the issues are related to
17| the DEIS and | take ny role as Hearing Oficer
18| seriously. |I'mcommtted to providing nenbers of
19| the public an opportunity to provide comments in
20 | an organi zed, fair, professional and orderly
21| manner. O fensive or profane | anguage wll not be
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1] allowed.
2 | also want to | et everyone know that the
3| agency representatives as well as nyself will not
4| be answering questions or respond to any comments
5| made during the hearing. Responses to coments
6| wll be included in the Final Environnental | npact
7| Statenent.
8 I f you have joined us today to listen to
9| the public hearing and would like to provide
10| testinony, you nmay | eave recorded testinony via
11| voicemail by calling 855-432-1483. Registration
12| is not required to | eave recorded testinony via
13 | voicemail.
14 The panelists are interested in hearing
15| coments about the Study fromall interested
16 | individuals. Please renenber that we are
17| recording this hearing. Speak directly and
18| clearly into the m crophone and provide your full
19 | nane, address and any organi zati on you nay
20| represent. To ensure all will be heard there wll
21| pbe a three-minute tine limt for public testinony
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1] and a five-mnute tine limt for elected
2| officials. The tinme clock will start after you
3| introduce yourself. As the Hearing Oficer if you
41 are unable to conclude your coments at the end of
5| your tinme period, | will ask you to finish your
6| testinony.
7 So that ends our prepared statenents. At
8| this point there are no individuals here who woul d
9| like to provide public testinbny, so we are going
10| to go into recess. As a remnder, this session of
11| our public hearing will stay open until 4:30.
12| However, | wll cone back on periodically to
13| provide updates if we do not have anyone comng in
14| to provide public testinony. |If we do we wll
15| cone back fromrecess right away.
16 So again right nowit is 3:20 and we are
171 in recess.
18 (I n Recess)
19 MR Bl NG Good afternoon, everyone.
200 It is 3:45 p.m W are still in recess. W have
21| not had anyone show up to provide public testinony
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1| so we are going to remain in recess until 4:30

2| which is when this session, Session 3 ends. And

3| then we wll be back at 5:30 for Session 4. So

4| there wll be a break from4:30 to 5:30. But

5| again, this sessionis still open and we' Il just

6| stay in recess for the next 45 mnutes or until

7| someone cones in to provide public testinony.

8 | wll conme back at 4:30, if we have not

9| had anyone cone in, to close out this session.

10 | Thank you.

11 (I n Recess)

12 MR. BI NG Ckay. (Good afternoon,

13| everyone. It is 4:30 p.m This is going to wap
14| up our third session which was from3 o’ clock to
15| 4:30. So just as a remnder, this is a public

16 | hearing that started at 12 o’ clock. W’ ve been in
17| session from1l2 to 4:30. W are going to take a
18 | Dbrief break until 5:30, and then the hearing wll
19| continue from5:30 to 9 o' clock tonight. W wll
20| have two sessions. The first one, Session 4, wll
211 pbe from5:30 to 7:30, and then we' Il end with a
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1] session from7:30 to 9 o’ cl ock.
2 So we're going to take a brief break and
3| then | will be back at 5:30. Thank you very nuch.
4 ( Br eak)
5 MR. BI NG Good eveni ng, everyone.
61 Welcome back. W're about to start our Session 4
7| of our public hearing today on Septenber 1st. This
8| session will run from5:30 to 7:30 p.m
9| (inaudible) and if there are any nenbers of the
10 | public who have joined us (inaudible).
11 Today is the fourth of the six public
12| hearings that MDOT SHA wi Il be conducting for the
13| 1-495 and 1-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft
14| Environnental |npact Statenent, or D-E-I-S.
15| The Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and Joint
16 | Permt Application or J-P-A  (Inaudible)
17 | will be the Hearing Oficer and am
18 | responsible for running today’s public hearing.
19| Today's hearing is being held jointly by NMDOT SHA,
20 | the Federal H ghway Adm nistration, and the
21| Maryl and Departnent of the Environnent (MDE). On
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1| behalf of these agencies, and the Federal H ghway
2| Admnistration as the | ead agency, | wel cone you.
3 The purpose of this hearing is for
41 interested parties to provide official testinony
5| and comments on the Study’'s proposed alternatives
6| and associated inpacts as detailed in the DEIS,
7| and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetl and
8| inpacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA
9 Today |I'lIl provide a brief overview of
10 | the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic
11| resource inpacts docunented in the JPA. | wll
12| introduce the panelists and identify ways for you
13| to comment on the DEI'S and JPA.
14 Sone panelists will then give statenents
15| on behalf of their agency. Finally, I wll review
16 | the hearing procedures and start calling on
17| participants to provide testinony.
18 The purpose of the 1-495 and 1-270
19 | Managed Lanes Study is to develop a travel denmand
20 | managenent sol ution or solutions that addresses
21| congestion, inproves trip reliability on I-495 and
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11 1-270 within the study limts and enhances

2| existing and planned nultinodal nobility and

3| connectivity. The needs for the Study are:

4 Accommobdat e existing traffic and

5| long-termtraffic growth; enhance trip

6| reliability; provide additional roadway travel

7| choices; inprove the Myvenent of goods and

8 | services; and accommpdat e Honel and Security.

9| (Buzzing on tape. Can’t hear enough to piece it
10 | together)

11 (Technical difficulties.)

12 MR BING At this time | will turn the
13 | proceedings over to Aranda Sigillito to provide
14| her statenent.

15 M5. SIGELLITO Hel | o. Good eveni ng.

16| My nane is Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nonti dal
17| Wetlands D vision at the Maryl and Departnent of
18 | the Environnent, abbreviated MDE. | amthe

19| Panelist representing MDE at this public

20| informational hearing for the 1-495 and |-270

21| Managed Lane Study Joint Permt Application. NDE
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1| appreciates both your interest and participation
2| in the public comment process.
3 It is the responsibility of MJE to
41 evaluate applications that propose inpacts to
5| nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and
6| waterways, including the 100-year nonti dal
7| floodplain. MZE s authority is found in Subtitles
8| 5 and 9 of the Environnent Article. Each
9| application received through our regulatory
10 | program has specific and uni que issues and i npacts
11| that nust be considered in relationship to
12| weighing the potential benefits and detrinments for
13| the Project. NMDE is neither a proponent nor
14| opponent of any Project. This public
15| informational hearing is being conducted pursuant
16 | to Subsection 5-204 of the Environnent Article and
17| Code of Maryl and Regul ati ons 26.23.02.02 and
18 | 26.17.04. 13.
19 The purpose of this public informational
20| hearing is to provide the applicant with an
21| opportunity to present an analysis of inpacts that
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1| may be associated with the proposed activity. 1In
2| addition, the hearing provides MDE with an
3| opportunity to solicit additional information from
41 interested persons.
5 This public informational hearing is for
6| the Nontidal Wetlands and Wat erways Permt
7| Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 subm tted by
8| the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation, State
9| H ghway Adm nistration for the proposed

10 | construction of managed | anes along the 1-495 and
11 | -270 corridors within Montgonery and Prince

12| (George’s Counti es.

13 Pl ease note that when MDE issues its

14| decision on the permt application, the

15| acconpanying information will be sent to the

16 | interested persons list, as well as to the

17| applicant. At that tine MDE' s decision will be a
18 | final agency determ nation; there will be no

19| further opportunity for admnistrative review.

20| Any person with standing who is either the

21| applicant or who participated in the public
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1| wparticipation process through the subm ssion of

2| witten or oral coments may petition for judicial
3| reviewin Crcuit Court. The petition for

4| judicial review nmust be filed within 30 days of

5| the publication of any permt decision. At this

6| time | wll turn the proceedi ngs back to M. Bing.
7 VMR. Bl NG Thank you, Amanda. There are
8| multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA. You
9| can provide oral testinony through the public

10| hearing or |eave your testinony by voicemail. You
11| can also conplete a Comment Form online or send an
12| email or witten letter. Details on ways to

13| comment can be found on the Program website by

14| wvisiting the Participate and Provi de Feedback

15| page.

16 Comments related to the JPA can be mail ed
17| or enmailed to United States Arny Corps of

18 | Engineers, Baltinore District or Maryl and

19 | Departnent of the Environnent Wetl ands and

20 | Waterways Program Comments nust be received

21| Dbefore 11:59 p.m on Novenber 9, 2020. Pl ease
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1| continue to visit the Program website,

2| 495-270-p3.com DEIS, for updates. Al coments

3| received, whether at the hearing, through oral

41 testinony or through other nethods such as a

5| Comment Form voicenmail, email and letter, wll be

6| given equal consideration.

7 Agai n, the purpose of this public hearing

8| isto allowthe interested parties to provide

9| public comments on the DEIS and JPA

10 Today’'s joint public hearing is avail able
11| to listen live by phone. Call-in information is

12| available in the hearing brochure.

13 My role as a Hearing Oficer is to run a
14| professional and orderly joint public hearing. |
15| wunderstand how i nportant the issues are related to
16 | the DEIS and the JPA and | take ny role as Hearing
17| O ficer seriously. | amcommtted to providing

18 | nmenbers of the public an opportunity to provide

19 | comments in an organi zed, fair, professional and
20 | orderly manner.

21 O fensive or profane |anguage wll not be
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1| allowed. | also want to | et everyone know t hat
2| the agency representatives as well as nyself, wll
3| not be answering questions or responding to any
41 coments made during the hearing. Responses to
5| coments wll be included in the Final
6| Environnmental |npact Statenent.
7 I f you have joined us today to listen to
8| the public hearing and would like to provide
9| testinony, you may | eave your recorded testinony
10 | via voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.
11| Registration is not required to | eave recorded
12| testinony via voicemail.
13 The panelists are interested in hearing
14| comments about the Study fromall interested
15| individuals. Please renenber that we are
16 | recording this hearing. Speak directly and
17| clearly into the m crophone, and provide your full
18 | nane, address, and any organi zati on you nay
19 | represent.
20 To ensure all wll be heard there wll be
211 athree-mnute tinme limt for public testinony and
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1| a five-mnute tine [imt for elected officials.

2| The tinme clock will start after you introduce

3| yourself. As the Hearing Oficer, if you are

41 unable to conclude your comments at the end of

5| your tine period. | wll ask you to finish your

6| testinony.

7 So that ends our prepared statenents.

8| We're nowinto public testinony, for those who

9| have shown up to provide public testinony so |I'm
10| going to call up Prince George’ s County Depart nent
11| of Public Wrks and Transportation Major Projects
12 | Manager, Victor Wi ssberg.

13 So Victor, as you cone up please state
14| your nane and spell your nane and provi de your

15| address. You will have three m nutes although we
16| will give you a little bit nore tine. |’'m going
17| to call you up in one second.

18 So then we are going to give you five

19| mnutes by virtue of the fact that | know that

20 | when your coll eague was here earlier representing
21| our County Executive and so we’'re going to give
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1| you the extra two mnutes that you should have had
2| this norning. Ckay?
3 Before | go | just want to nmake sure that
41 our Court Reporter is recording. Yes? ay. So
5| then if you can state your nane, spell your nane,
6| and provide your address.
7 VR. W\EI SSBERG Vi ct or Wei ssberg.
8| V-1-CGCT-OR WEI1-SSB-EEFRG Ckay. The
9| address is 9400 Peppercorn Pl ace, Upper Marl boro,
10 | Maryl and 20774.
11 | m Victor Weissberg on behalf of the
12| Prince George’s County Departnent of Public Wrks
13| and Transportation. W appreciate the opportunity
14| to speak at this hearing on the 1-495 and |-270
15| Managed Lanes Study and go through the National
16 | Environnental Protection Act process and is
17| currently open for comment on the DEIS.
18 The | engt hy docunent is now neari ng
19| 19,000 pages and sone additional elenents were
20| added then after the initial release. Wile
21| agencies and | arge organi zations are challenged to
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1| pour through a docunent of that size, it’s an even
2| greater burden to the average inpacted resident or
3| concerned individuals or anal yzing conment on such
4| a volum nous technical docunent. Especially during
5| the Pandem c.
6 We do appreciate that. Sone recognition
7| has been nade and that tineline has been extended
8| fromQctober 8th to Novenber 9th and we do
9| appreciate that.
10 We do al so have sonme concerns with sone
11| elenents of the outreach process. Just the length
12| of the docunent itself is just no nore than what |
13| think an average citizen can realistically be
14| expected to sift through, and, you know, |
15| understand that sonme of the docunents, since
16 | buildings such as libraries and things |ike that
17| were not open during the Pandemc, if there were
18 | netal containers that could get really hot that
19| were in parking lots, that was a concern as wel|.
20 We just don't think that that's up to the |evel of
21| standard and transparency that we’' ve cone to
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1| expect fromthe state.
2 So as we nove forward, the County does
3| want to be assured that the state is neeting with
41 inpacted individuals and providing anple and
5| acceptable notification throughout the process and
6| we really want to enphasize that point.
7 The County does reiterate the need for a
8| holistic approach that reduces congestion and
9| incorporates transit and supports a bal anced,
10 | sustai nabl e devel opnment. We wish to coll aborate
11| regionally to address the Anerican Legi on Bridge
12| and Wodrow W1 son bridge through this project,
13| bringing Maryland and Virginia together on both
14| sides of the Potomac River. It is critical that
15| the project is context sensitive and wll nake
16 | nore appropriate connections to establish major
17| econom c drivers as specified by the County
18 | throughout the 1-495 corridor and has been
19| recogni zed by the state (inaudible) projects as
20| inperative for both the County and the State. The
21| project currently is just west of the MD 5
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1| Interchange, we continue to believe that
2| additional work is needed to ensure conplete and
3| conprehensive project devel opnent.
4 The County has strongly advocated for
5| connectivity through major enploynent and activity
6| centers, especially downtown Largo, which contains
71 for the University of Maryland Capitol Region
8| Medical Center which is slated to open next year.
9 The nost recent Draft of the DEIS does
10| contain partial access points at MD 202 and MD
11| 215, but not direct access at Arena Drive. The
12| partial access is a concern because we can see
13| it's just aride in and a ride out, and woul d not
14| actually allow for the predom nant flow creating
15| the nost accessible access to downtown Largo and
16 | the Regional Hospital. (lnaudible) Interchange to
17| serve that enploynent center.
18 The County believes it is critical for
19| this Project to be conprehensive and nul ti nodal
20 | and appreciate extending the Public Transportation
21| opportunity are being considered within the
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1| Project’s framework. But we really think that
2| needs a lot nore flushing out and a ot nore
3| devel opnent.
4 We nust ensure the transit connects key
5| comunities and econom c centers w thout the
6| circunference of the Capitol Beltway. Wile
7| transit is nentioned in the docunent, greater
8| specificity and conprehensive integration of
9| transit is needed.
10 MR. BI NG You have a coupl e seconds
11| left.
12 MR. WEI SSBERG  Ckay.
13 Ckay. And in addition the project nust
14 | enabl e bicycle and pedestrian connectivity al ong
15| the alignnment, particularly at points |ike the
16 | continuation of the Hansen Creek Trail, the
17| Central Avenue Connector Trail, and the
18 | (inaudible) trail. Thank you.
19 MR. Bl NG Ckay. It is 5:55 p.m and at
20 this tinme we do not have any individuals who are
21| here to provide public testinony. This session of
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1| our public hearing today will remain open from
2| 5:30to 7:30. We will have a final session from
3| 7:30to 9. But right nowwe wll go into recess.
4 | will conme back periodically, probably
5| the next tine will be 6:30 to provide an update
6| unless we have soneone who shows up to provide
7| public testinony. In that case we'll conme back
8| right away to hear that person’s testinony.
9 So at this point we are in recess. Thank
10 | you very nuch.
11 (I n Recess)
12 MR. BI NG We still do not have any
13| additional people who have shown up to provide
14| public testinobny so we are going in recess again.
15| This session is open until 7:30, so | wll cone
16 | back on at 7 o' clock to provide an update unl ess
17| sonmeone shows up and wants to give public
18 | testinony.
19 So again we wll remain in recess and |
20| would cone back on at 7 o’ clock. Thank you.
21 (I n Recess)
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1 MR, Bl NG Ckay. It’s 7 o’ clock p.m
2| and we still do not have any fol ks who have shown
3| up to provide public testinony. W're in recess.
4| This session wll run till 7:30 so | wll cone
5| back on at 7:30 unless we have soneone show up and
6| then we wll obviously take their testinony and
71 we'll remain in recess until 7:30. At 7:30 we
8| will begin our final session which will run from
9| 7:30to 9 o'clock. We will remain in recess at
10| this point. Thank you very nuch.
11 (I n Recess)
12 MR. BI NG Ckay. It is now 7:30. W
13| are now endi ng our Session 4 which ran from 5: 30
14| to 7:30 and you wll be starting
15| our final session for the evening which would be
16 | Session 5 which wll start in just a few m nutes
171 so we will take a one or two-m nute break and then
18| we'll conme back on and we w il conplete our
19| statenents for the final session and this hearing
20 will close at 9 o’ cl ock.
21 As a rem nder for those listening by
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1| phone, you can | eave testinony via voicenmail and
2| anyone who's |looking to testify in person, we wll
3| be here till 9 o'clock. Thank you very nuch.
4 (I'n Recess)
5 Wel cone. W are going to start our 7:30
6| session which is Session No. 5. This will run
71 from7:30 till 9. We will make sone opening
8| statenents, and then if we have anyone here to
9| provide testinony we wll offer that opportunity
10| for folks to provide their public testinony.
11 So good afternoon. | am Andrew Bing with
12| the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation, State
13| H ghway Adm ni stration, abbreviated NMDOT SHA.
14 Today’'s the fourth of six joint public
15| hearings that MDOT SHA wi Il be conducting for the
16 | 1-495 and 1-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft
17| Environnental |npact Statenment, or D-E-1-S, the
18 | Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation and Joint Perm:t
19| Application, or J-P-A
20 | will be the Hearing O ficer and am
21| responsible for running today’'s public hearing.
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 78

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Joint Public Hearing - September 1, 2020 1-495 and [-270 MANAGED LANE STUDY

1| Today' s hearing is being held jointly by NMDOT SHA,
2| the Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration, and the
3| Maryland Departnent of the Environnent. On behalf
41 of these agencies and the Federal H ghway
5| Admnistration as the | ead agency, | wel cone you.
6 The purpose of this hearing is for
7| interested parties to provide official testinony
8| and comments on the Study’'s proposed alternatives
9| and associated inpacts as detailed in the DEIS,
10| and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetland
11| inpacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA
12 Today, | will provide a brief overview of
13| the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic
14| resource inpacts docunented in the JPA. | wll
15| introduce the panelists and identify ways for you
16| to comment on the DEIS and JPA. Sone panelists
171 wll then give statenents on behalf of their
18 | agenci es.
19 Finally, I will review the hearing
20 | procedures and start calling on participants to
21| provide testinony.
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1 The purpose of the 1-495 & |-270 Managed
2| Lanes Study is to develop a travel demand
3| managenent solution or solutions that addresses
41 congestion, inproves trip reliability on |I-495 and
S| 1-270 within the study limts and enhances
6| existing and planned nultinodal nobility and
7| connectivity. The needs for the Study are:
8 | Accommpdate existing traffic and long-termtraffic
9| growh; enhance trip reliability; provide
10 | additional roadway travel choices; inprove the
11 | Movenent of goods and services; and acconmobdat e
12| Honel and Security.
13 In addition, two goals were identified
14| for the Study: Incorporate alternative funding
15| sources to achieve financial viability and
16 | environnmental responsibility.
17 The Study limts include: [-495 from
18 | south of the George Washi ngton Menorial Parkway in
19| Fairfax County Virginia, including inprovenents to
20| the Anerican Legion Bridge over the Potonmac River,
21| to west of MD5 and along |I-270 from1-495 to
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1| north of I1-370, including the east and west |-270
2| spurs in Montgonery and Prince George’'s Counties,
3| Maryl and.
4 In addition to the no-build alternative
5| there are six Build Alternatives under
6| consideration for inprovenents wthin these
71 limts:
8 Alternatives 8, 9, 9MWodified, 10, 13B,
9| and 13C. Aquatic resource inpacts woul d
10 | range from between 155,229 and 156, 948 Li near
11| Feet of streans: Between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of
12| nontidal wetland buffers; between 116.5 and 120
13| Acres of FEMA10O-year fl oodpl ains.
14 Detailed inpacts by alternative can be
15| found in the DEIS, the JPA and the JPA Public
16 | Notice. Please be rem nded that all hearing
17| materials including online narrated display
18| materials, are available on the Program website,
19 | 495-270- p3. cont DEI S.
20 Today’' s public hearing is being
21| audio-recorded. The official transcript of the
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1] joint public hearing testinony wll becone part of
2| the project record and will be available for
3| public review on the Program website.
4 | will now introduce representatives of
5| WMDOT SHA, Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration and
6| WMaryl and Departnent of the Environnment who are in
7| attendance for today’ s hearing: Li sa Chopli n,
8| 1-495 & 1-270 P3 Program Director, NMDOT SHA. Jeff
9| Folden, 1-495 &
10 | -270 P3 Program Deputy Director, MDOT SHA. Caryn
11| Brookman, 1-495 & |1-270 P3 Program Envi ronnent al
12 Program Manager, NMDOT SHA. Shabnamlzadi, Title
13| VI Coordinator, NMDOT SHA.
14 Shabnamis listening |[ive to the hearings
15| renotely.
16 Keil yn Perez, FHWA Maryl and Di vi si on,
17| Area Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wetl ands
18 | Division Chief, Maryland Departnent of the
19| Environnent. Bill Seiger Chief, Waterways
20| Construction D vision, Maryland Departnent of the
211 Environnent.
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1 On behal f of Shabnamlzadi, the Title Vi
2| Oficer for today' s public hearing, I will explain
3| the significance of Title VI and how it relates to
41 the Transportation Project planning process.

5 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
6| was put into effect to prohibit discrimnation on
7| the basis of race, color, or national origin. To
8| support the Act, the United States governnent

9| designated additional statutes, |aws, regul ations,
10 | and executive orders to provide gui dance for the
11| effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.
12 As a recipient of federal funds, NMDOT SHA
13| is responsible for upholding the principles of

141 Title VI of the Cvil Rights Act of 1964 and

15| related guidance. MDOT SHA' s policies and

16 | prograns should not discrimnate agai nst people on
17| the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,
18 | age, English proficiency, incone |evel or

19| disability. The MDOT SHA policies and prograns

20 | shoul d avoid disproportionately high or adverse

21| inpacts anong mnority popul ati ons and | owi ncone
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1| popul ations.
2 MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,
3| stakehol der groups and other interested parties
41 wth reasonable opportunities to be involved in
5| the planning process.
6 Wth that said, MDOT is required to
7| capture this data to denonstrate its conpliance
8| wth Federal Regul ation 23 CFR 200.9(b)(4) and
9| nore inportantly, to consider the transportation
10 | needs of the community by hearing from you.
11| Conpliance is voluntary.
12 However, in order to denonstrate
13| conpliance with the Federal regulation, the
14| information requested nust be docunented when
15| provided. It wll not be used for any other
16 | purpose except to show that those who are affected
17| by the project or have an interest in the project
18 | have been given an opportunity to provide input
19 | throughout the planning process.
20 W invite you to take our Voluntary
21| Denographic Survey. This survey will help us to
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1| ensure that we are reaching the communities that

2| are affected by the 1-495 & |-270 Managed Lanes

3| Study. |If you have questions or need assi stance,

4 call 410-545-0377.

5 For nore information regarding Title VI

6| of the Gvil R ghts Act of 1964 and ot her

7| non-discrimnation laws, review the CGvil R ghts

8| wunder Title VI brochure. Both the survey and

9| brochure can be found on the Program website by

10| wvisiting the Participate and Provi de Feedback page
11| as well as it is available at the registration

12 | table.

13 Any nmenber of the public has the right to
14| file a discrimnation conplaint against MDOT SHA
15| if he/she feels MDOTI SHA does not conply with the
16| Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 and the
17| related statutes. The process for filing a

18 | conplaint is outlined in the Title VI brochure

19| | ocated on the website and also at the

20| registration table.

21 Lastly, if you or soneone that you know
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 85

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Joint Public Hearing - September 1, 2020 1-495 and [-270 MANAGED LANE STUDY

1| speaks limted English and nay need translation
2| services to get project information, please cal
3| 833-858-5960 for assistance.
4 At this time | wll turn the proceedi ngs
5| over to Aranda Sigillito to provide her statenent.
6 M5. SIGELLITO Hel | o. Good eveni ng.
7| My nane is Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nontidal
8| Wetlands Division at the Maryl and Departnent of
9| the Environnent, abbreviated MDE. | amthe
10 | Panelist representing MDE at this public
11| informational hearing for the 1-495 and |-270
12| Managed Lanes Study, Joint Permt Application.
13| MDE appreciates both your interest and
14| participation in the public coment process.
15 It is the responsibility of MDE to
16 | eval uate applications that propose inpact to
17| nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and
18 | waterways, including the 100-year nonti dal
19| floodplain. NMDE s authority is found in Subtitles
20 5 and 9 of the Environnent Article. Each
21| application received through our regul atory
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1| program has specific and uni que issues and i npacts
2| that nust be considered in relationship to
3| weighing the potential benefits and detrinents of
41 the project. MDE is neither a proponent nor
5| opponent of any project.
6 This public informational hearing is
7| being conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of
8| the Environnent Article and Code of Maryl and
9| Regulations 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04.13. The
10 | purpose of this public informational hearing is to
11| provide the applicant with an opportunity to
12| present an analysis of inpacts that may be
13 | associated with the proposed activity. In
14| addition, the hearing provides MDE wth an
15| opportunity to solicit additional information from
16 | interested persons.
17 This public informational hearing is the
18 | for Nontidal Wetlands and WAt erways Perm t
19| Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submitted by
20 | the Maryl and Departnent of Transportation, State
21| Hi ghway Adm ni stration for the proposed
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1| construction of managed | anes al ong I-495 and

2 | -270 corridors within Montgonery and Prince

3| George’s Counti es.

4 Pl ease note that when MDE issues its

5| decision on the permt application, the

6| acconpanying information wll be sent to the

7| interested persons list, as well as to the

8| applicant. At that tine, MDE' s decision will be a
9| final agency determ nation; there will be no

10| further opportunity for admnistrative review.

11| Any person wth standing, who is either the

12| applicant or who participated in the public

13| participation process through the subm ssion of

14| witten or oral comments may petition judicial

15| reviewin Crcuit Court. The petition for

16 | judicial review nust be filed within 30 days of

17| the publication of any permt decision. At this
18| time, I will turn the proceedi ngs back to M.

19| Bing. Thank you.

20 MR. Bl NG Thank you, Amanda. There are

21| multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA. You
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1| can provide oral testinony through the public
2| hearing or |eave your testinony by voicemail. You
3| can also conplete a Comment Form online or send an
41 email or witten letter. Details on ways to
5| coment can be found on the Program website by
6| visiting the Participate and Provi de Feedback
7| page.
8 Comments related to the JPA can be mail ed
9| or emailed to United States Corps of Engi neers,
10| Baltinore District or Maryland Departnent of the
11| Environnent, Wetlands and WAt erways Program
12| Comments nust be received before 11:59 p.m on
13 | Novenber 9, 2020.
14 Pl ease continue to visit the Program
15| website, 495-270-p3.com DEIS for updates. Al
16 | comments received, whether at the hearing through
17| oral testinony or through other nmethods, such as a
18 | Comment Form voicenmail, email or letter, wll be
19 | given equal consideration.
20 Agai n, the purpose of this public hearing
21| is to allowinterested parties to provide public
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1| coments on the DEI'S and JPA.
2| Today's joint public hearing is available to
3| listen live by phone. Call-in information is
4| available in the hearing brochure.
5 My role as the Hearing O ficer is to run
6| a professional, orderly joint public hearing. |
7| understand how i nportant the issues are related to
8| the DEIS and the JPA and | take ny role as Hearing
9| Oficer seriously. | amcommtted to providing
10 | nmenbers of the public an opportunity to provide
11| comments in an organi zed, fair, professional and
12| orderly manner.
13 O fensive or profane |anguage wll not be
14| allowed. | also want to | et everyone know t hat
15| the agency representatives, as well as nyself,
16| wll not be answering questions or responding to
17| any comments nmade during the hearing. Responses
18| to comments will be included in the Final
19 Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.
20 If you have joined us today to listen to
21| the public hearing and would |Iike to provide
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 90

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Joint Public Hearing - September 1, 2020 1-495 and [-270 MANAGED LANE STUDY

1| testinony you nay | eave recorded testinony via

2| voicenmail by calling 855-432-1483. Registration

3| is not required to | eave recorded testinony via

4| wvoicemail .

5 The panelists are interested in hearing

6| coments about the Study fromall interested

7| individuals. Please renenber that we are

8| recording this hearing. Speak directly and

9| clearly in the mcrophone. Gve your full nane and
10 | address and any organi zati on you nmay represent.

11 To ensure all will be heard, there wll
12| be a 3-mnute tine [imt for public testinony and
13| a 5-mnute tine limt for elected officials. The
14| time clock will start after you introduce

15| yourself. As the Hearing Oficer, if you are

16 | unable to conclude your comments at the end of

17| your tine period, | will ask you to finish your
18 | testinony.

19 So at this tinme it is 7:45. W do not
20 | have any individuals present who w sh to provide
21| public testinony. This hearing will remain open
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1] until 9 o' clock p.m tonight.
2/ | wll cone back and provide an update in
3| approximately 30 mnutes at 8:15. |If we receive
4| soneone who wants to provide public testinony
5| before that, we will come back and take that
6| testinony. At this point we will remain in recess
71 until 8:15. Thank you.
8 (I'n Recess)
9 MR. Bl NG Ckay. It is 8:15 p.m
10 W re still in recess. W have not had anyone
11| sign in to provide public testinony so we w |
12| remain in recess. This hearing will conclude at 9
13| o'clock tonight. | wll not cone back for any
14 | ot her updates unless we have soneone who shows up
15| to provide testinony.
16 So we wll remain in recess until 9
17| o’ clock when the hearing closes, and I wll give
18 | sone final concluding remarks at that tinme. Thank
19 | you.
20 (I'n recess)
21 MR. Bl NG It's approaching 9 o' clock
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1| p.m which is the closing hour for our public

2| hearing today on Septenber 1lst. W do have two

3| nore public hearings. The next one will be on

4| Thursday, Septenber 3rd, and then the final one

5| wll be Thursday, Septenber 10th in Montgonery

6| County.

7 The public hearing will remain open until
8 | Novenber 9, 2020, and again we thank everyone who
9| took the tine to provide public testinony today
10| and listening to the public testinony and this

11| hearing is now closed. Thank you.

12 (Whereupon, at 9:00 p.m, the public

13| comment hearing was adjourned.)

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
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1 STATE OF MARYLAND SS:
2 |, a Notary Public of the State of
3| Maryland, do hereby certify that this transcript
41 is as true a record of the proceedings as is
5| audible on the recording.
6 | further certify that I am not of
7| counsel to any of the parties nor an enpl oyee of
8 | counsel nor related to any of the parties nor in
9| any way interested in the outcone of this action.
10 As witness ny hand and notarial seal this
11| 14th day of Septenber, 2020.
12
13| My conmi ssion expires:
14 | Septenber 21, 2022
15 NOTARY PUBLIG STAIS oF aaBeRS
I . L T
16 s xs%)ﬁm %OZTZ%M
17 Notary Public
18
19
20
21
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 01               P R O C E E D I N G S

 02                                     (12:00 p.m.)

 03           MR. BING:   Good afternoon.  I am Andrew

 04  Bing with the Maryland Department of

 05  Transportation, State Highway Administration,

 06  abbreviated MDOT SHA.  Today is the fourth of the

 07  six public hearings that MDOT SHA will be

 08  conducting for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes

 09  Study Draft Environmental Impact Statement or

 10  D-E-I-S, the Draft section 4(f) Evaluation, and

 11  Joint Permit Application, or J-P-A.

 12           I will be the Hearing Officer and am

 13  responsible for running today’s public hearing.

 14  Today’s hearing is being held jointly by MDOT SHA,

 15  the Federal Highway Administration, and the

 16  Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).  On

 17  behalf of these agencies and the Federal Highway

 18  Administration as the lead agency, I welcome you.

 19           The purpose of this hearing is for

 20  interested parties to provide official testimony

 21  and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives
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 01  and associated impacts as detailed in the DEIS,

 02  and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetland

 03  impacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA.

 04           Today I’ll provide a brief overview of

 05  the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic

 06  resource impacts documented in the JPA.  I will

 07  introduce the panelists and identify ways for you

 08  to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  Some panelists

 09  will then give statements on behalf of their

 10  agency.  Finally, I will review the hearing

 11  procedures and start calling on participants to

 12  provide testimony.

 13           The purpose of the I-495 & I-270 Managed

 14  Lanes Study is to develop a travel demand

 15  management solution or solutions that addresses

 16  congestion, improves trip reliability on I-495 and

 17  I-270 within the study limits, and enhances

 18  existing and planned multimodal mobility and

 19  connectivity.  The needs for the Study are:

 20  Accommodate existing traffic and long-term traffic

 21  growth; enhance trip reliability; provide
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 01  additional roadway choices; improve the Movement

 02  of goods and services; and accommodate Homeland

 03  Security.

 04           In addition, two goals were identified

 05  for the Study; incorporate alternative funding

 06  sources to achieve financial viability and

 07  environmental responsibility.

 08           The study limits include I-495 from south

 09  of the George Washington Memorial Parkway in

 10  Fairfax County, Virginia, including improvements

 11  to the American Legion Bridge over the Potomac

 12  River to west of MD 5 and along 270, from I-495 to

 13  north of I-370, including the east and west I-270

 14  spurs in Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties,

 15  Maryland.

 16           In addition to the no-build alternative,

 17  there are six Build Alternatives under

 18  consideration for improvements within these

 19  limits.  Alternatives 8, 9, 9 Modified, 10, 13B

 20  and 13C.

 21           Aquatic resource impacts would range from
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 01  between 155,229 and 156,948 Linear Feet of

 02  streams, between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of nontidal

 03  wetlands, between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetland

 04  buffers, between 116.5 and 120 acres of

 05  FEMA100-year floodplains.

 06           Detailed impacts by alternative can be

 07  found in the DEIS, the JPA, and the JPA Public

 08  Notice.  Please be reminded that all hearing

 09  materials, including the online narrative display

 10  materials, are available on the Program website

 11  which is 495-270-p3. Com/DEIS.

 12           Today’s public hearing is being

 13  audio-recorded.  The official transcript of the

 14  Joint Public Hearing testimony will become part of

 15  the Project record and will be available for

 16  public review on the Program website.

 17           I will now introduce representatives of

 18  MDOT SHA, FHWA and MDE who are in attendance for

 19  today’s hearing:

 20           Lisa Choplin, I-495 & I-270 P3 Program

 21  Director, MDOT SHA.  Jeff Folden, I-495 & I-270 P3

�0006

 01  Program Deputy Director, MDOT SHA.  Caryn

 02  Brookman, I-495 & I-270 P3 Program Environmental

 03  Program Manager, MDOT SHA.

 04           Shabnam Izadi, Title VI Coordinator, MDOT

 05  SHA.  Shabnam is listening live to the hearings

 06  remotely.  Jeanette Mar, FHWA Project

 07  Delivery/Environment Team Environmental Manager.

 08  Keilyn Perez, FWHA Maryland Division, Area

 09  Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wetlands

 10  Division Chief, Maryland Department of the

 11  Environment, and Bill Seiger, Chief Waterway

 12  Construction Division, Maryland Department of the

 13  Environment.

 14           And now on behalf of Shabnam Izadi, the

 15  Title VI Officer for today’s public hearing, I

 16  will explain the significance of Title VI and how

 17  it relates to the transportation project planning

 18  process.

 19           Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

 20  was put into effect to prohibit discrimination on

 21  the basis of race, color, or national origin.  To
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 01  support the Act, the United States government

 02  designated additional statues, laws, regulations

 03  and executive orders to provide guidance for the

 04  effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.

 05           As a recipient of federal funds, MDOT SHA

 06  is responsible for upholding the principles of

 07  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and

 08  related guidance.  MDOT SHA’s policies and

 09  programs should not discriminate against people on

 10  the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,

 11  age, English proficiency, income level, or

 12  disability.  The MDOT SHA policies and programs

 13  should avoid disproportionately high or adverse

 14  impacts on minority populations and low-income

 15  populations.

 16           MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,

 17  stakeholder groups, and other interested parties

 18  with reasonable opportunities to be involved in

 19  the planning process.

 20           With that said, MDOT is required to

 21  capture this data to demonstrate its compliance
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 01  with Federal Regulation 23 CFR 200.9 (b)(4), and

 02  more importantly, to consider the transportation

 03  needs of the community by hearing from you.

 04  Compliance is voluntary.

 05           However, in order to demonstrate

 06  compliance with the federal regulations, the

 07  information requested must be documented when

 08  provided.  It will not be used for any other

 09  purpose, except to show that those who are

 10  affected by the project or have an interest in the

 11  project or have an interest in the project have

 12  been given an opportunity to provide input

 13  throughout the planning process.

 14           We invite you to take our Voluntary

 15  Demographic Survey.  This survey will help us to

 16  ensure that we are reaching the communities that

 17  are affected by the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes

 18  studies.  If you have questions or need

 19  assistance, you can call 410-545-0377 for more

 20  information regarding Title VI of the Civil Rights

 21  Act of 1964 and other non-discrimination laws,
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 01  review the civil rights under Title VI brochure.

 02           Both the survey and brochure can be found

 03  on the Program website by visiting the Participate

 04  and Provide Feedback page, and they’re available

 05  here as well.

 06           Lastly, any member of the public has the

 07  right to file a discrimination complaint against

 08  MDOT SHA if he or she feels MDOT SHA does not

 09  comply with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

 10  of 1964 and the related statutes.  The process for

 11  filing a complaint is outlined in the Title VI

 12  brochure, which again is located on the website

 13  and also here.

 14           Lastly, if you or someone that you know

 15  speaks limited English and may need a translation

 16  services to get project information, please call

 17  833-858-5960 for assistance.

 18           At this time, I will turn the proceedings

 19  to Amanda Sigillito to provide her statement on

 20  behalf of the Maryland Department of the

 21  Environment.
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 01           MS. SIGILLITO:   Thank you.  My name is

 02  Amanda Sigillito and I am Chief of the Nontidal

 03  Wetlands Division of Maryland Department of the

 04  Environment, abbreviated MDE.  I am the Panelist

 05  representing MDE at this public informational

 06  hearing for the I-495 & I-270 Managed Lane Study,

 07  Joint Permit Application.  MDE appreciates both

 08  your interest and participation in the public

 09  comment process.

 10           It is the responsibility of MDE to

 11  evaluate applications that propose impacts to

 12  nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and

 13  waterways, including the 100-year nontidal

 14  floodplain.

 15           MDE’s authority is found in Subtitles 5

 16  and 9 of the Environment Article.  Each

 17  application received through the regulatory

 18  process has specific and unique issues and impacts

 19  that must be considered in relationship to

 20  weighing the potential benefits and detriments of

 21  the Project.
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 01           MDE is neither a proponent nor opponent

 02  of any project.  This public informational hearing

 03  is being conducted pursuant to 5-204 of the

 04  Environment Article and Code of Maryland

 05  Regulations 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04.13.

 06           The purpose of this public informational

 07  hearing is to provide the applicant with an

 08  opportunity to present an analysis of impacts that

 09  may be associated with the proposed activity.  In

 10  addition, the hearing provides the MDE with an

 11  opportunity to solicit additional information from

 12  interested persons.

 13           This public informational hearing is for

 14  the Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit

 15  Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submitted for

 16  the Maryland Department of Transportation, State

 17  Highway Administration for the proposed

 18  construction of managed lanes along the I-495 and

 19  I-270 corridors within Montgomery and Prince

 20  George’s Counties.

 21           Please note that when MDE issues its
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 01  decision on the permit application, the

 02  accompanying information will be sent to the

 03  interested persons list, as well as to the

 04  applicant.  At that time MDE’s decision will be a

 05  final agency determination.  There will be no

 06  further opportunity for administrative review.

 07           Any person with standing who is either

 08  the applicant or who participated in the public

 09  participation process through the submission of

 10  written or oral comments may petition for judicial

 11  review in Circuit Court.  The petition for

 12  judicial review must be filed within 30 days of

 13  the publication of the MDE permit decision.  At

 14  this time I will turn the proceedings back to Mr.

 15  Bing.  Thank you.

 16           MR. BING:   Okay.  There are multiple

 17  ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You can

 18  provide oral testimony through the public hearing

 19  or leave your testimony by voicemail.  You can

 20  also complete a Comment Form online and send in an

 21  email or a written letter.
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 01           Details on ways to comment can be found

 02  on the Program website by visiting the Participate

 03  and Provide Feedback page.  Comments related to

 04  the JPA can be mailed or emailed to USACE

 05  Baltimore District or MDE Wetlands and Waterways

 06  Program.

 07           Comments must be received before 11:59 PM

 08  on November 9, 2020.  Please continue to visit the

 09  Program website, 495-270-p3.com/DEIS for updates.

 10  All comments received, whether at the hearing

 11  through oral testimony or through other methods

 12  such as a Comment Form, voicemail, email and

 13  letter, will be given equal consideration.

 14           Again, the purpose of this public hearing

 15  is to allow interested parties to provide public

 16  comments on the DEIS and JPA.  Today’s joint

 17  public hearing is available to listen live by

 18  phone.  Call-in information is available in the

 19  hearing brochure.

 20           My role as the Hearing Officer is to run

 21  a professional and orderly joint public hearing.
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 01  I understand how important the issues are related

 02  to the DEIS and the JPA and I take my role as

 03  Hearing Officer seriously.

 04           I am committed to providing members of

 05  the public an opportunity to provide comments in

 06  an organized, fair, professional and orderly

 07  manner.  Offensive or profane language will not be

 08  allowed.

 09           I also want to let everyone know that the

 10  Agency representatives as well as myself will not

 11  be answering questions or responding to any

 12  comments made during the hearing.  Responses to

 13  comments will be included in the Final

 14  Environmental Impact Statement.

 15           If you have joined us today to listen to

 16  the public hearing and would like to provide

 17  testimony, you may leave recorded testimony via

 18  voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.  Registration

 19  is not required to leave recorded testimony via

 20  voicemail.

 21           The panelists are interested in hearing
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 01  comments about the Study from all interested

 02  individuals.  Please remember that we are

 03  recording this hearing.  Speak directly and

 04  clearly into the microphone, and provide your full

 05  name, spell your name, and also provide your

 06  address, and any organization you may represent.

 07           To ensure all will be heard there will be

 08  a three-minute testimony and a five-minute time

 09  limit for elected officials.  The time clock will

 10  start after you introduce yourself.  As a Hearing

 11  Officer, if you are unable to complete and

 12  conclude your comments at the end of your time

 13  period, I will ask you to finish your testimony.

 14           Okay.  That’s the end of the prepared

 15  statements.  We’re now going to go to our first

 16  person who signed up to provide public testimony.

 17  That would be Prince George’s County Department of

 18  Public Works and Transportation Director Terry

 19  Bellamy.

 20           So Terry, if you could come on up.  If

 21  you could talk directly into the microphone and
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 01  while you are providing testimony you can take

 02  your mask off just to provide the testimony, and

 03  then we ask you to put it back on once the

 04  testimony is over.

 05           So again, say your name, spell your name,

 06  and provide your address and talk directly into

 07  the microphone.

 08           MR. BELLAMY:   All right.  Good

 09  afternoon.  Good evening once again.

 10           Good afternoon.  Terry Bellamy,

 11  T-E-R-R-Y.  B-E-L-L-A-M-Y.  Director of Public

 12  Works and Transportation, Prince George’s County,

 13  9400 Peppercorn Place, Suite 300, Largo, Maryland.

 14           Prince George’s County appreciates the

 15  opportunity to speak as the I-495 and I-270

 16  Managed Lanes Study moves toward the National

 17  Environmental Protection process and is currently

 18  open for comments on the Draft Environmental

 19  Statement.

 20           The lengthy document is now nearing

 21  19,000 pages, since additional elements was added
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 01  after we publicly released.  When agencies and

 02  large organizations are challenged to pour through

 03  a document of this size, it was not reasonable to

 04  expect it to impact a resident or concerned

 05  individual to read, analyze and comment on such a

 06  voluminous, technical document during the

 07  Pandemic, by the initial October 8, 2020 deadline,

 08  and therefore we appreciate the very recent

 09  extension to November 9, 2020.

 10           However, we note our concerns about the

 11  overall manner of the transparency and timing for

 12  public outreach.  Covering the public outreach

 13  portion of the comment period, the repeat of some

 14  and having the document available in a Maryland

 15  container type trailer is of significance and some

 16  concern as was the release of the document without

 17  notifying the public.

 18           This does not fulfill the high standard

 19  of transparency from the state and we can

 20  understand public trust in this process.  As we

 21  move forward the County wants to be assured that
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 01  the state is meeting the impacted individuals and

 02  provided ample and accessible notification

 03  throughout the process.

 04           The need for a holistic approach that

 05  reduced congestion, incorporate the transit in

 06  support of balanced sustainable development.  We

 07  wish to cooperate reasonably to address the

 08  American Legion Bridge and the Woodrow Wilson

 09  Bridge through this project, bringing Maryland and

 10  Virginia together on both sides of the Potomac

 11  River.

 12           It is critical that the project is

 13  context sensitive, making a more appropriate

 14  connection to establish and plan major economic

 15  drivers as specified by the County through the

 16  I-495 corridor.  And it’s a project timely and

 17  just west of MD 5 Interchange.  We continue to

 18  believe that additional work is needed to ensure a

 19  complete and comprehensive project.

 20           The County has strongly advocated for

 21  connectivity from Managed Lane Project to major
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 01  employment, activity centers, and especially

 02  downtown Largo would contain a University of

 03  Maryland Capitol Region Medical Center slated to

 04  open next year.

 05           The new draft contained pulsar assets and

 06  points in 202 and 214, however, insufficient to

 07  address the need of the community.

 08           MR. BING:   Just a reminder.  You need to

 09  wrap up.  That’s three minutes.

 10           MR. BELLAMY:   Aren’t we doing three to

 11  five?

 12           MR. BING:   Three minutes.

 13           MR. BELLAMY:  Thank you.

 14           MR. BING:  Thank you.  At this time I’ve

 15  not been given any card indicating that anyone

 16  else has shown up who wants to speak. I know we

 17  have some people here who are here to observe.

 18           So this session of our public hearing,

 19  our September 1st public hearing will remain open

 20  but we will be in recess until someone shows up to

 21  provide testimony.  And this session of the public
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 01  hearing will end at 1:30 where we will welcome the

 02  new group of people who have signed up to provide

 03  testimony.

 04           So we are in recess.  Right now it is

 05  12:25, and I will come back periodically just to

 06  provide the updates.  Thank you very much.

 07           (In Recess)

 08           MR. BING:   Okay.  It’s 1:02 p.m.  We are

 09  still recessed.  We have not had any new people

 10  come into the hearing room to provide testimony.

 11  We do anticipate having at least one more person

 12  provide testimony prior to 1:30.  Someone is here,

 13  they are taking notice and they haven’t come into

 14  the hearing room.  So we will remain in recess

 15  until either 1:30 when we will close this session

 16  of today’s hearing, or we will come back when

 17  someone does come into the hearing room to provide

 18  testimony.

 19           (In Recess)

 20           MR. BING:   We’re back from recess.  It

 21  is 1:05 p.m.  We do have someone who has entered
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 01  the hearing room and signed up to provide public

 02  testimony.  At this time I’m going to call up the

 03  President of the Regional Policy Advisors, Gary

 04  Hodge, to provide testimony.

 05           Gary, come on up and as you’re coming up,

 06  just a couple of quick reminders.  You will have

 07  three minutes.  There is a clock in front of you

 08  that will start to count down.  Please state your

 09  name, spell your name, and provide your address.

 10  And just one final reminder.  The panelists are

 11  obviously here to hear what you have to say but

 12  they will not respond to any questions.  Okay.

 13           MR. HODGE:   My name is Gary Hodge.  I’m

 14  a former Charles County Commissioner and Executive

 15  Director of the Tri-County Council for Southern

 16  Maryland and Chairman of that body.

 17           I’ve been engaged in state and regional

 18  Transportation planning and advocacy for 50 years.

 19           MR. BING:   If you could just spell your

 20  name and then state your address.

 21           MR. HODGE:   Gary Hodge, G-A-R-Y.
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 01  H-O-D-G-E.  P.O. Box 148, White Plains, Maryland.

 02  Today I’m speaking as a citizen of Maryland.

 03           I oppose the 495-270 Managed Lanes P. 3

 04  and I support the No Build option.

 05           On June 5th 2019 I gave testimony on this

 06  Project to the Board of Public Works. I said then

 07  that there were three questions that needed to be

 08  answered before proceeding with the proposed

 09  project.

 10           First, will it work?  Second, is it worth

 11  the risk?  And third, is it the best we can do.

 12           The governor said those were good

 13  questions.  Fourteen (14) months ago, the answer

 14  to all three questions was no.  It still is no.

 15  The EIS hasn’t changed that.  It’s confirmed.

 16  This Project can result in more traffic

 17  congestion, not less, defeating the stated purpose

 18  and need, and in spite of assurances, the P.3 will

 19  probably need to be subsidized by the state’s

 20  taxpayers.

 21           Puzzling, since transit alternatives were
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 01  discarded because the state has no money.  Even if

 02  one accepts the optimistic cost estimates of 9 and

 03  a half billion dollars, the few minutes saved in

 04  commute times are hardly worth the costs.  In the

 05  cruel ordeal that lies ahead, years of

 06  construction-related delays and traffic snarls,

 07  entrance and exit ramps, interchanges, bridges,

 08  detours, rerouting of traffic and high tolls.

 09           How much longer will the thousands of

 10  people who live in the long shadow of this Project

 11  be dangling on tenterhooks waiting for the Sword

 12  of Damocles to fall on them, their homes, their

 13  neighborhoods, their daily lives, their security.

 14  I’ve itemized 18 critical concerns with this

 15  Project in my written testimony.

 16           In the history of bad ideas, this came as

 17  still just a footnote that could be quickly

 18  forgotten, don’t make it a whole chapter with

 19  potentially dire and long-lasting consequences for

 20  decades to come.

 21           MR. BING:   You have 30 seconds.
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 01           MR. HODGE:   Take a cool, hard look at

 02  the critical mass of facts.  It’s your own

 03  analysis.  Disenthrall yourselves and let it go.

 04  All these hearings are doing now is bouncing the

 05  rubble to quote Winston Churchill.  Past

 06  testimony, letters, opinions, et cetera, confirm

 07  that this is a fatally fought Project.

 08           MR. BING:   Gary, you need to wrap up.

 09           MR. HODGE:   The only thing preventing

 10  this project from collapsing is the wreckage and

 11  debris of the unconvincing arguments put forward

 12  to support it.  Not even 20,000 pages and a

 13  million words can do that.  Thank you very much.

 14           MR. BING:   Thank you.  Okay.  Again, the

 15  time is 1:10.  We do not have anyone else who has

 16  signed in and is in the hearing room to provide

 17  testimony.  So we’re going to go back in recess

 18  until 1:30.

 19           Again, this session of our public hearing

 20  ends at 1:30.  This public hearing is open till 9

 21  o’clock tonight, but at 1:30 this session will end
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 01  and we will then have a second session begin and

 02  we will go over our statements again.  So at this

 03  point we are in recess.  Thank you very much.

 04           (In Recess)

 05           MR. BING:   Okay.  It is 1:30 p.m.  This

 06  concludes the first session of our public hearing

 07  on September 1st 2020. We will start our second

 08  session which will run from 1:30 to 3 o’clock.

 09           We do have some people here who are going

 10  to provide some public testimony but we are going

 11  to first take a quick break, allow people to come

 12  into the room and get settled, and then we will

 13  come back on and make my opening statement as well

 14  as allow an agency representative to make their

 15  statement.  So we will be back in a few minutes to

 16  start our 1:30 to 3 o’clock session.  Thank you.

 17           (Long Pause)

 18           MR. BING:   Okay.  We’re going to get

 19  started on our 1:30 to 3 o’clock session.  It’s

 20  today’s public hearing.  I’m going to read the

 21  opening statement by one of our agency
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 01  representatives will also make a statement.  We’ll

 02  go over a couple of ground rules and then we will

 03  hear from the members of the public that are here

 04  to provide the public testimony.

 05           So good afternoon.  I am Andrew Bing with

 06  the Maryland Department of Transportation State

 07  Highway Administration abbreviated MDOT SHA.

 08  Today’s the fourth of six Joint Public Hearings

 09  that MDOT SHA will be conducting for the I-495 and

 10  I-270 Managed Lane Study Draft Environmental

 11  Impact Statement or D-E-I-S.  The Draft Section is

 12  for our evaluation and Joint Permit Application or

 13  JPA.

 14           I’ll be the Hearing Officer and am

 15  responsible for running today’s public hearing.

 16  Today’s hearing is being held jointly by MDOT SHA,

 17  the Federal Highway Administration and the

 18  Maryland Department of the Environment.  On behalf

 19  of these agencies and the Federal Highway

 20  Administration as the lead agency, I welcome you.

 21           The purpose of this hearing is for
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 01  interested parties to provide official testimony

 02  and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives

 03  and associated impacts as detailed in the DEIS and

 04  the Floodplain Waterway and Nontidal Wetland

 05  impacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA.

 06           They will provide a brief overview of the

 07  Managed Lane Study background and the aquatic

 08  resource impacts document in the JPA.

 09  I will introduce the panelists and identify ways

 10  for you to comment on the DEIS and JPA.

 11           Some panelists will then give statements

 12  on behalf of their agency.  Finally, I will review

 13  the hearing procedures and start calling up

 14  participants to provide testimony.

 15           The purpose of the I-495 and I-270

 16  Managed Lanes Study is to develop a travel demand

 17  management solution or solutions that addresses

 18  congestion and improves trip reliability on I-495

 19  and I-270 within the Study limits and enhances

 20  existing and planned multimodal mobility and

 21  connectivity.
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 01           The needs for the Study are: Accommodate

 02  existing traffic and long-term traffic growth;

 03  enhance trip reliability; provide additional

 04  roadway travel choices; improve the Movement of

 05  goods and services; and accommodate Homeland

 06  Security.

 07           In addition, two goals were identified

 08  for this Study. Incorporate alternative funding

 09  sources to achieve financial viability and

 10  environmental responsibility.  The Study limits

 11  include I-495 from south of the George Washington

 12  Memorial Parkway in Fairfax County, Virginia,

 13  including the existing American Legion Bridge over

 14  the Potomac River, to west of MD 5 and along I-270

 15  from I-495 to north of I-370, including east and

 16  west of I-270's spurs in Montgomery and Prince

 17  George’s Counties, Maryland.

 18           In addition to the No Build Alternative

 19  there are 6 Build Alternatives under consideration

 20  for improvements within these limits.

 21  Alternatives 8, 9, 9 Modified, 10, 13B and 13C.
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 01           Aquatic resource impacts would range from

 02  between 155,229 and 156,948 linear feet of

 03  streams.  Between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of Nontidal

 04  Wetlands, between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetland

 05  buffers.  And between 116.5 of 120 acres of

 06  FEMA100-year floodplains.

 07           Detailed impacts by each alternative can

 08  be found in the DEIS, the JPA and the JPA public

 09  Notice. Please be reminded that all hearing

 10  materials, including online narrative display

 11  materials are available on the Program website

 12  495-270-P3.com/DEIS.

 13           Today’s public hearing is being audio

 14  recorded.  The official transcript of the Joint

 15  Public Hearing testimony will become part of the

 16  Project records and will be available for public

 17  review on the Program website.

 18           I will now introduce representatives of

 19  the MDOT SHA, Federal Highway Administration, and

 20  the Maryland Department of the Environment in

 21  attendance for today’s hearing.  Lisa Choplin,
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 01  I-495 and I-270 P.3 Program Director, MDOT SHA;

 02  Jeff Folden,

 03  I-495 and I-270 P.3 Program Deputy Director, MDOT

 04  SHA; Caryn Brookman, I-495 and I-270 P.3 Program

 05  and Environmental Program Manager, MDOT SHA;

 06  Shabnam Izadi, Title VI Coordinator MDOT SHA.

 07  Shabnam is listening live to the  hearings

 08  remotely.  Keilyn Perez, FHWA Maryland Division

 09  Area Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wetlands

 10  Division Chief, Maryland Department of the

 11  Environment; Bill Seiger, Chief Waterway

 12  Construction Division, Maryland Department of the

 13  Environment.

 14           And now on behalf of Shabnam Izadi, the

 15  Title VI Officer for today’s public hearing, I’ll

 16  explain the significance of Title VI and how it

 17  relates to the Transportation Project Planning

 18  process.

 19           Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

 20  was put into effect to prohibit discrimination on

 21  the basis of race, color, or national origin.  To
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 01  support the Act, the United States Government

 02  designated additional statutes, laws, regulations

 03  and executive orders to provide guidance for the

 04  effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.

 05           As a recipient of federal funds MDOT SHA

 06  is responsible for upholding the principles of

 07  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and

 08  related guidance.  MDOT SHA’s policies and

 09  programs should not discriminate against people on

 10  the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,

 11  age, English proficiency, income level, or

 12  disability.

 13           The MDOT SHA policies and programs should

 14  avoid disproportionately high or adverse impacts

 15  on minority populations and low-income

 16  populations.

 17           MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,

 18  stakeholder groups, and other interested parties

 19  with reasonable opportunities to be involved in

 20  the planning process.  With that said, MDOT SHA is

 21  required to capture this data to demonstrate its
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 01  compliance with federal regulation 23 CFR 200.9

 02  Section (b)(4).  And more importantly, to consider

 03  the transportation needs of the community by

 04  hearing from you.

 05           Compliance is voluntary.  However, in

 06  order to demonstrate compliance with the federal

 07  regulation, the information requested must be

 08  documented when provided.  It will not be used for

 09  any other purpose except to show that those who

 10  are affected by the Project or have an interest in

 11  the Project have been given an opportunity to

 12  provide input throughout the planning process.

 13           We invite you to take our voluntary

 14  demographic survey.  This survey will help us to

 15  ensure that we are reaching the communities that

 16  are affected by the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lane

 17  Study.  If you have questions or need assistance,

 18  call 410-545-0377.

 19           For more information regarding Title VI

 20  of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and other

 21  non-discrimination laws, review the Civil Rights
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 01  under Title VI brochure.  The survey and brochure

 02  can be found on the program website by visiting

 03  the Participate and Provide Feedback page as well

 04  as it is here at the registration table.

 05           Lastly, any member of the public has the

 06  right to file a discrimination complaint against

 07  MDOT SHA, if he or she feels that MDOT SHA does

 08  not comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

 09  of 1964 and the related statutes.  The process for

 10  filing a complaint is outlined in the Title VI

 11  brochure located on the program website as well as

 12  here at the registration table.

 13           Lastly, if you or someone you know speaks

 14  limited English and may need translation services

 15  to get project information, please call

 16  833-858-5960 for assistance.  At this time I will

 17  turn the proceedings over to Amanda Sigillito from

 18  the Maryland Department of the Environment to

 19  provide her statement.

 20           MS. SIGILLITO:   Hello and good

 21  afternoon.  My name is Amanda Sigillito and I am
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 01  Chief of the Nontidal Wetlands Division at the

 02  Maryland Department of the Environment.  I’m the

 03  panelist representing MDE at the public

 04  informational hearing for the I-495 and I-270

 05  Managed Lane Study Joint Permit Application.

 06           MDE appreciates both your interest and

 07  participation in the public comment process.  It

 08  is the responsibility of MDE to evaluate

 09  applications of proposed impacts to Nontidal

 10  Wetlands and Nontidal Wetland buffer and waterways

 11  including the 100 Year Nontidal Floodplain.

 12           MDE’s authority is found in subtitles 5

 13  and 9 of the Environmental Article.  Each

 14  application received through our regulatory

 15  program has specific and unique issues and impacts

 16  that must be considered in relationship to any

 17  potential benefits and detriments of the project.

 18           MDE is neither a proponent or opponent of

 19  any project.  This public informational hearing is

 20  being conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of

 21  the Environment Article and Code of Maryland
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 01  Regulations 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04.13.

 02           The purpose of this public informational

 03  hearing is to provide the applicant with an

 04  opportunity to present an analysis impact that may

 05  be associated with the proposed activity.  In

 06  addition, the hearing provides MDE with an

 07  opportunity to solicit additional information to

 08  interested persons.

 09           This public informational hearing is for

 10  the Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit

 11  Application number 20-NT-0114/2020 620649

 12  submitted by the Maryland Department of

 13  Transportation State Highway Administration for

 14  the proposed construction of managed lanes along

 15  the I-495 and I-270 corridors within Montgomery

 16  and Prince George’s Counties.

 17           Please note that when MDE issues its

 18  decision on the permit application, the

 19  accompanying information will be sent to the

 20  interested persons list as well as the applicant.

 21  At that time MDE’s decision will be a final agency
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 01  determination.  There will be no further

 02  opportunity for administrative review.  Any person

 03  with standing, who’s either the applicant or who

 04  participated in the public participation process

 05  through the submission of written or oral comments

 06  may petition for judicial review in Circuit Court.

 07  The petition for judicial review must be filed

 08  within 30 days of the publication of MDE’s permit

 09  decision.

 10           At this time I will now turn the

 11  proceedings back to Mr. Bing.

 12           MR. BING:   Thank you, Amanda. There are

 13  multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You

 14  can provide oral testimony through the public

 15  hearing or leave your testimony by voicemail.

 16           You could also complete a comment form

 17  online or send an email or a written letter.

 18  Details on ways to comment can be found on the

 19  program website by visiting Participate and

 20  Provide Feedback page.

 21  Comments related to the JPA can be mailed or
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 01  emailed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

 02  Baltimore District or Maryland Department of the

 03  Environment, Wetlands and Waterways Program.

 04           Comments must be received before 11:59

 05  p.m. on November 9, 2020.  Please continue to

 06  visit the program website 495–270 p3.com/DEIS for

 07  updates.  All comments received whether they’re at

 08  the hearing through oral testimony or through

 09  other methods such as a Comment Form, a voicemail,

 10  email and letter will be given equal

 11  consideration.

 12           Again the purpose of this public hearing

 13  is to allow interested parties to provide public

 14  comments on the DEIS and JPA.

 15  Today’s Joint Public Hearing is available to

 16  listen live by phone.  Call in information is

 17  available in the hearing brochure.

 18           My role as the Hearing Officer is to run

 19  a professional and orderly Joint Public Hearing.

 20  I understand how important the issues are related

 21  to the DEIS and the JPA and I take my role as
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 01  Hearing Officer seriously.  I am committed to

 02  providing members of the public an opportunity to

 03  provide comments in an organized, fair,

 04  professional and orderly manner.

 05           Offensive or profane language will not be

 06  allowed.  I also want to let everyone know that

 07  the agency representatives as well as myself, will

 08  not be answering questions or respond to any

 09  comments made during the hearing.  Responses to

 10  comments will be included in the Final

 11  Environmental Impact Statement.

 12           If you have joined us today to listen to

 13  the public hearing, if you would like to provide

 14  testimony, you may leave recorded testimony via

 15  voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.  Registration

 16  is not required when you leave recorded testimony

 17  in voicemail.

 18           The panelists are interested in hearing

 19  comments about the Study from all interested

 20  individuals.

 21           Please remember that we are recording
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 01  this hearing.  Speak directly and clearly into the

 02  microphone and provide your full name, address,

 03  and any organization you may represent.  To ensure

 04  all will be heard, there will be a three-minute

 05  time limit on the public testimony and a

 06  five-minute time limit for elected officials.

 07  That time will be on the clock in front of you

 08  when you are speaking.  The time will start after

 09  you introduce yourself.

 10           As the Hearing Officer if you are unable

 11  to conclude your comments at the end of your time

 12  period, I will ask you to finish your testimony.

 13           So that ends the prepared statements that

 14  we have.  We’re now going to go to our public

 15  testimony from our caller’s first person and that

 16  is Bill Orleans.  Bill, come on up to the podium.

 17  You can take your mask off to provide the public

 18  testimony on the microphone that’s on.  Please

 19  state your name and spell your name and state your

 20  address.

 21           MR. ORLEANS:   Bill Orleans.  B-I-L-L.
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 01  O-R-L-E-A-N-S.  P. O. Box 292, Greenbelt,

 02  Maryland, 20768.

 03           We’ve just been told there will be no

 04  answer to any questions.  Ms. Sigilitto, am I

 05  pronouncing that correctly, indicated that MDE

 06  will be sending its Final Determination to all

 07  interested parties.  She then went on to say that

 08  her parties of record could pursue it in Court.

 09           At one point while she may not be able to

 10  answer this question now, it should be in the form

 11  for all of us here today and listening how we can

 12  become interested parties and how, in fact, you

 13  can become parties of record if there’s a

 14  distinction between the two.

 15           I have spoken with Ms. Choplin briefly

 16  before this hearing was convened and I had spoken

 17  with her a year ago and indicated at time I was

 18  looking forward to the release of the Draft DEIS

 19  and obtaining a copy.  I had no idea that it would

 20  be affirmed extensive as it is and I know that’s

 21  hard work for MDOT to print.  But I appreciate
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 01  publicly my desire to have a hard copy. It’s

 02  inaccessible to me online.  While I have a Smart

 03  device, I can’t read anything on that small device

 04  beyond a relatively short email.  A short email.

 05  And my library which is a five-minute walk from my

 06  house is not open so I can’t go there nor do I

 07  have regular transportation, can I go anywhere

 08  where there may be a hard copy for me to look at.

 09           In the past on major projects I would

 10  request a hard copy and obtain a hard copy.  I’m

 11  restating that request today.  I haven’t read

 12  anything within the DEIS.  I’m not prepared to

 13  comment on anything that is contained within it.

 14           I will repeat myself in part from the

 15  public hearing on the ICC many years ago, I am an

 16  automobile enthusiast.  I like to drive.  I like

 17  good roads.  This is not, this so-called relief

 18  plan, it is not an improvement to the existing

 19  Beltway nor I-270, and I oppose it in its

 20  entirety, again without having read anything in

 21  it, the plans to widen the Beltway in part or in
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 01  total or I-495 or I-270 in part or in total.

 02           I don’t know how much of our landscape is

 03  given over to pave roadways which I would like to

 04  (Inaudible).  Yes, I see that.  But, in fact, too

 05  much of our landscape is given over to good roads

 06  and also bad roads.  And what we collectively know

 07  as species as the residents of Maryland and to the

 08  United States of America, we need to come up with

 09  a way that we can transport ourselves or be

 10  transported in a way that is more conducive to

 11  maintaining the landscape as landscape and not

 12  paved road.  So again I’m asking publicly for a

 13  copy, a hard copy of the DEIS and since I’m told

 14  I’m not precluded from speaking in Rockville next

 15  week or in 10 days, I hope to have at least a

 16  chance to peruse it before that public hearing.

 17  Thank you.

 18           MR. BING:   Okay.  Thank you.  At this

 19  point I have not been given any additional names

 20  of people who wish to testify at this time.  So we

 21  will go into recess.  It is 1:53 p.m.  This
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 01  session, this is Session 2 of our public hearing

 02  today, and this will run from 1:30 to 3 o’clock.

 03  I’ve just been handed a name so we will not go

 04  into recess and we will continue on.

 05           So at this point our next speaker will be

 06  Denvia Johnson.  Just give me one second.  Ms.

 07  Johnson, as you come up, you will have three

 08  minutes.  Please state your name and spell your

 09  name and state your address.

 10           MS. JOHNSON:   Good afternoon.  It’s

 11  Denvia, D-E-N-V-I-A.  Middle initial is B.  And

 12  Johnson, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.  I’m at 1709 Pine Cone

 13  Court in Bowie, which happens to be (Inaudible)

 14  from where we are.

 15           So I’ve been living in this area using

 16  the Beltway for the last 40 years and I have a

 17  couple of concerns.  I have a concern with the

 18  (inaudible) list, I believe it is where you’re

 19  going to have possibly tolls on the road.  I’m

 20  told the expansion is going to need take money.

 21  So I’m sure the tolls will pay for that.  But I
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 01  don’t know exactly where they’re going to be.

 02           I get on at Landover Road or the Central

 03  Avenue.  So I don’t want to have to pay a toll to

 04  go to Landover Road to Greenbelt or to get on the

 05  Central Avenue to go to Branch Avenue.

 06           The most important thing I’m concerned

 07  about is people’s property.  So if you’re going to

 08  expand the road, that means someone’s property, I

 09  don’t know how many, I have been told yet, come in

 10  these back yards or property that’s going to be

 11  taken away from them.

 12           And that involves also their property for

 13  their home, what their homes are worth, and that’s

 14  a major concern for me.  And I tell you the truth,

 15  I’d rather go ahead and just deal with the

 16  community traffic that I’ve been dealing with.

 17  I’ve worked from here going up to Bethesda to

 18  Walter Reed.

 19  I was, you know, in different things. I’ve

 20  traveled many roads.  I just deal with the

 21  traffic.
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 01           Thank you so much. Have a good day.

 02           MR. BING:   Thank you.  So at this time

 03  again, I have not been given any indication that

 04  we have any additional people who would like to

 05  speak.  So we are going to go into recess. It is

 06  1:55 p.m.  We are going to go in recess.  I will

 07  come back and provide updates to people but again,

 08  this session goes until 3 o’clock, but I will

 09  provide updates before then or if someone comes in

 10  who is looking to provide testimony, we will come

 11  back from recess.  So thank you very much.

 12           (In Recess)

 13           MR. BING:   Okay.  It’s 2:30 p.m.  We are

 14  in recess.  We have not had any additional people

 15  arrive in order to provide public testimony.  We

 16  will remain in session for the second session of

 17  the September 1st public hearing until 3 o’clock.

 18           If someone comes in wishing to provide

 19  public testimony, obviously we will do that.  If

 20  not, we will end this session at 3 o’clock and

 21  then start our Session 3, again at 3 o’clock.  So
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 01  we will remain in recess.  Thank you.

 02           (In Recess)

 03           MR. BING:   Okay.  Good afternoon again.

 04  It is now 3 o’clock p.m.  We are now going to

 05  conclude our second session of our public hearing

 06  and it will run until 9 o’clock tonight.

 07           Our next session, Session 3 will begin in

 08  a few minutes and run from 3 o’clock until 4:30.

 09  So in a few minutes I will come back on and we’ll

 10  read our opening statements as well as hear from

 11  one of the agency representatives with her

 12  statement and then if we have anyone here to

 13  provide public testimony, we’ll take that

 14  testimony.

 15           So we are in recess for a few minutes

 16  until we start Session number 3.  Thank you.

 17           (In Recess)

 18           MR. BING:   Okay.  Good afternoon,

 19  everyone.  We are going to start Session 3 of our

 20  public hearing which runs from 3 o’clock till

 21  4:30.  So I’m going to read a prepared statement.
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 01  One of our agency representatives will also read

 02  her prepared statement, and then we will see if

 03  there are people here to provide public testimony.

 04           So good afternoon.  I am Andrew Bing with

 05  the Maryland Department of Transportation State

 06  Highway Administration, abbreviated MDOT SHA.

 07  Today is the fourth of  six public hearings that

 08  MDOT SHA will be conducting for the I-495 and

 09  I-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft Environmental

 10  Impact Statement or DEIS, the Draft section 4(f)

 11  Evaluation, and Joint Permit Application for JPA.

 12           I’ll be the Hearing Officer and am

 13  responsible for running today’s public hearing.

 14  Today’s hearing is being held jointly by MDOT SHA,

 15  the Federal Highway Administration and the

 16  Maryland Department of the Environment.  On behalf

 17  of these agencies and the Federal Highway

 18  Administration as the lead agency, I welcome you.

 19           The purpose of this hearing is for

 20  interested parties to provide official testimony

 21  and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives
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 01  and associated impacts as detailed in the DEIS on

 02  Floodplain, Waterways and Nontidal Wetland impacts

 03  detailed in the Federal/State JPA.

 04           Today I will provide a brief overview of

 05  the Managed Study background and the aquatic

 06  resource impacts documented in the JPA.  I will

 07  introduce the panelists and identify ways for you

 08  to comment on the DEIS and JPA.

 09           Some panelists will then give statements

 10  on behalf of their agency.  Finally, I’ll review

 11  the hearing procedures and start calling for

 12  participants to provide testimony.  The purpose of

 13  the I-495 and

 14  I-270 Managed Lane Study is to develop a travel

 15  demand management solution or solutions that

 16  addresses congestion, improves trip reliability on

 17  I-495 and I-270 within the study limits, and

 18  enhances existing and planned multimodal mobility

 19  and connectivity.  The needs for the Study are:

 20  Accommodate existing traffic and long-term traffic

 21  growth; enhance trip reliability; provide
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 01  additional roadway travel choices; improve the

 02  Movement of goods and services; and accommodate

 03  Homeland Security.

 04           In addition, two goals were identified

 05  for the Study:  Incorporate alternative funding

 06  sources to achieve financial viability and

 07  environmental responsibility.  The study limits

 08  include:

 09  I-495 from south of the George Washington Memorial

 10  Parkway in Fairfax County Virginia, including

 11  improvements to the American Legion Bridge over

 12  the Potomac River, to west of MD 5 and along I-270

 13  from I-495 to north of I-370, including the east

 14  and west I-270 spurs in Montgomery and Prince

 15  George’s Counties, Maryland.

 16           In addition to the no-build alternative,

 17  there are six Build Alternatives under

 18  consideration for improvements within these

 19  limits:  Alternatives 8, 9, 9Modified, 10, 13B and

 20  13C.  Aquatic resource impacts would range from:

 21  Between 155,229 and 156,948 Linear Feet of
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 01  streams; between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of nontidal

 02  wetlands; between 52.7 and 53.6 acres of wetland

 03  buffers; between 116.5 and 120 acres of

 04  FEMA100-year floodplains.

 05           Detailed impacts by alternative can be

 06  found in the DEIS, the JPA, and the JPA Public

 07  Notice.  Please be reminded that all hearing

 08  materials, including online narrated display

 09  materials, are available on the Program website,

 10  495-270-p3.com/DEIS.

 11           Today’s public hearing is being

 12  audio-recorded.  The official transcript of the

 13  joint public hearing testimony will become part of

 14  the project record and will be available for

 15  public review on the Program website.

 16           I will now introduce representatives of

 17  MDOT SHA, FHWA, and Maryland Department of the

 18  Environment who are in attendance for today’s

 19  hearing.  Lisa Choplin, I-495 & I-270 P3 Program

 20  Director, MDOT SHA; Jeff Folden, I-495 & I-270 P3

 21  Program Deputy Director, MDOT SHA; Caryn Brookman,
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 01  I-495 & I-270 P3 Program Environmental Program

 02  Manager, MDOT SHA; Shabnam Izadi, Title VI

 03  Coordinator, MDOT SHA.  Shabnam is listening live

 04  to the hearings remotely.  Keilyn Perez, FHWA

 05  Maryland Division, Area Engineer; Amanda

 06  Sigillito, Nontidal Wetlands Division Chief,

 07  Maryland Department of the Environment. Bill

 08  Seiger Chief, Waterways Construction Division,

 09  Maryland Department of the Environment.

 10           And now on behalf of Shabnam Izadi, the

 11  Title VI Officer for today’s public hearing, I

 12  will explain the significance of Title VI and how

 13  it relates to the transportation project planning

 14  process.

 15           Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

 16  was put into effect to prohibit discrimination on

 17  the basis of race, color, or national origin.  To

 18  support the Act, the United States Government

 19  designated additional statutes, laws, regulations,

 20  and executive orders to provide guidance for the

 21  effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.
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 01           As a recipient of federal funds, MDOT SHA

 02  is responsible for upholding the principles of

 03  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and

 04  related guidance.  MDOT SHA’s policies and

 05  programs should not discriminate against people on

 06  the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,

 07  age, English proficiency, income level, or

 08  disability.

 09           The MDOT SHA policies and programs should

 10  avoid disproportionally high or adverse impacts on

 11  minority populations and low-income populations.

 12  MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens, stakeholder

 13  groups, and other interested parties with

 14  reasonable opportunities to be involved in the

 15  planning process.

 16           With that said, MDOT is required to

 17  capture this data to demonstrate its compliance

 18  with Federal Regulation 23 CFR 200.9 (b)(4), and

 19  more importantly, to consider the transportation

 20  needs of the community by hearing from you.

 21  Compliance is voluntary.
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 01           However, in order to demonstrate

 02  compliance with the federal regulation, the

 03  information requested must be documented when

 04  provided.  It will not be used for any other

 05  purpose except to show that those who are affected

 06  by the project or have an interest in the project

 07  have been given the opportunity to provide input

 08  throughout the planning process.

 09           We invite you to take our Voluntary

 10  Demographic Survey.  This survey will help us to

 11  ensure that we are reaching the communities that

 12  are affected by the I-495 & I-270 Managed Lanes

 13  Study. If you have questions or need assistance,

 14  call 410-545-0377.  For more information regarding

 15  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other

 16  non-discrimination laws, review the Civil Rights

 17  under Title VI brochure.  Both the survey and

 18  brochure can be found on the Program website by

 19  visiting the Participate and Provide Feedback

 20  page.  Or, you can grab it at the registration

 21  table, here at the hearing.
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 01           Lastly, any member of the public has the

 02  right to file a discrimination complaint against

 03  MDOT SHA if he or she feels MDOT SHA does not

 04  comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of

 05  1964 and the related statutes.  The process for

 06  filing a complaint is outlined in the Title VI

 07  brochure located on the website and at the

 08  registration table.

 09           If you or someone that you know speaks

 10  limited English and may need translation services

 11  to get project information, please call

 12  833-858-5960 for assistance.

 13           At this time I will turn the proceedings

 14  over to Amanda Sigillito from the Maryland

 15  Department of the Environment to provide her

 16  statement.

 17           MS. SIGILLITO:   Hello.  My name is

 18  Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nontidal Wetlands

 19  Division at the Maryland Department of the

 20  Environment abbreviated MDE.  I am the Panelist

 21  representing MDE at this public informational
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 01  hearing for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lane

 02  Study, Joint Permit Application.  MDE appreciates

 03  both your interest and participation in the public

 04  comment process.

 05           It is the responsibility of MDE to

 06  evaluate applications that propose impacts to

 07  nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer,

 08  and waterways, including the 100-year nontidal

 09  floodplain.  MDE’s authority is found in Subtitles

 10  5 and 9 of the Environment Article.  Each

 11  application received through our regulatory

 12  program has specific and unique issues and impact

 13  that must be considered in relationship to

 14  weighing the potential benefits and detriments of

 15  the project.  MDE is neither a proponent nor

 16  opponent of any project.

 17           This public informational hearing is

 18  being conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of

 19  the Environment Article and Code of Maryland

 20  Regulations 26.23.02.02 and 26.17.04.13.  The

 21  purpose of this public informational hearing is to
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 01  provide the applicant with an opportunity to

 02  present an analysis of impacts that may be

 03  associated with the proposed activity.

 04           In addition, the hearing provides MDE

 05  with an opportunity to solicit additional

 06  information from interested persons

 07           This public informational hearing is for

 08  the Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit

 09  Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submitted by

 10  the Maryland Department of Transportation State

 11  Highway Administration for the proposed

 12  construction of Managed Lanes along the I-495 and

 13  I-270 corridors within Montgomery and Prince

 14  George’s Counties.

 15           Please note that when MDE issues its

 16  decision on the permit application, the

 17  accompanying information will be sent to the

 18  interested persons list, as well as to the

 19  applicant.  At that time MDE’s decision will be a

 20  final agency determination; there will be no

 21  further opportunity for administrative review.
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 01  Any person with standing, who is either the

 02  applicant or who participated in the public

 03  participation process through the submission of

 04  written or oral comments may petition for judicial

 05  review in Circuit Court.  The petition for

 06  judicial review must be filed within 30 days of

 07  the publication of MDE’s permit decision.  At this

 08  time I will turn the proceedings back to Mr. Bing.

 09           MR. BING:   Thank you, Amanda.  There are

 10  multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You

 11  can provide oral testimony through the public

 12  hearing or leave your testimony by voicemail.  You

 13  can also complete a Comment Form online or send an

 14  email or written letter.  Details on ways to

 15  comment can be found on the Program website by

 16  visiting the Participate and Provide Feedback

 17  page.

 18           Comments related to the JPA can be mailed

 19  or emailed to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

 20  Baltimore District or Maryland Department of the

 21  Environment, Wetlands and Waterways Program.

�0058

 01  Comments must be received before 11:59 p.m. on

 02  November 9, 2020.  Please continue to visit the

 03  Program website, 495-270-p3.com/DEIS, for updates.

 04  All comments received, whether at the hearing

 05  through oral testimony or through other methods,

 06  such as a Comment Form, voicemail, email, and/or

 07  letter will be given equal consideration.

 08           Again, the purpose of this public hearing

 09  is to allow interested parties to provide public

 10  comments on the DEIS and JPA.  Today’s joint

 11  public hearing is available to listen live by

 12  phone.  Call-in information is available in the

 13  hearing brochure.

 14           My role as the Hearing Officer is to run

 15  a professional, orderly joint public hearing.  I

 16  understand how important the issues are related to

 17  the DEIS and I take my role as Hearing Officer

 18  seriously.  I’m committed to providing members of

 19  the public an opportunity to provide comments in

 20  an organized, fair, professional and orderly

 21  manner.  Offensive or profane language will not be
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 01  allowed.

 02           I also want to let everyone know that the

 03  agency representatives as well as myself will not

 04  be answering questions or respond to any comments

 05  made during the hearing.  Responses to comments

 06  will be included in the Final Environmental Impact

 07  Statement.

 08           If you have joined us today to listen to

 09  the public hearing and would like to provide

 10  testimony, you may leave recorded testimony via

 11  voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.  Registration

 12  is not required to leave recorded testimony via

 13  voicemail.

 14           The panelists are interested in hearing

 15  comments about the Study from all interested

 16  individuals.  Please remember that we are

 17  recording this hearing.  Speak directly and

 18  clearly into the microphone and provide your full

 19  name, address and any organization you may

 20  represent.  To ensure all will be heard there will

 21  be a three-minute time limit for public testimony
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 01  and a five-minute time limit for elected

 02  officials.  The time clock will start after you

 03  introduce yourself.  As the Hearing Officer if you

 04  are unable to conclude your comments at the end of

 05  your time period, I will ask you to finish your

 06  testimony.

 07           So that ends our prepared statements.  At

 08  this point there are no individuals here who would

 09  like to provide public testimony, so we are going

 10  to go into recess.  As a reminder, this session of

 11  our public hearing will stay open until 4:30.

 12  However, I will come back on periodically to

 13  provide updates if we do not have anyone coming in

 14  to provide public testimony.  If we do we will

 15  come back from recess right away.

 16           So again right now it is 3:20 and we are

 17  in recess.

 18           (In Recess)

 19           MR. BING:   Good afternoon, everyone.

 20  It is 3:45 p.m.  We are still in recess.  We have

 21  not had anyone show up to provide public testimony
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 01  so we are going to remain in recess until 4:30

 02  which is when this session, Session 3 ends.  And

 03  then we will be back at 5:30 for Session 4.  So

 04  there will be a break from 4:30 to 5:30.  But

 05  again, this session is still open and we’ll just

 06  stay in recess for the next 45 minutes or until

 07  someone comes in to provide public testimony.

 08           I will come back at 4:30, if we have not

 09  had anyone come in, to close out this session.

 10  Thank you.

 11           (In Recess)

 12           MR. BING:   Okay.  Good afternoon,

 13  everyone.  It is 4:30 p.m.  This is going to wrap

 14  up our third session which was from 3 o’clock to

 15  4:30.  So just as a reminder, this is a public

 16  hearing that started at 12 o’clock.  We’ve been in

 17  session from 12 to 4:30.  We are going to take a

 18  brief break until 5:30, and then the hearing will

 19  continue from 5:30 to 9 o’clock tonight.  We will

 20  have two sessions.  The first one, Session 4, will

 21  be from 5:30 to 7:30, and then we’ll end with a
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 01  session from 7:30 to 9 o’clock.

 02           So we’re going to take a brief break and

 03  then I will be back at 5:30.  Thank you very much.

 04           (Break)

 05           MR. BING:   Good evening, everyone.

 06  Welcome back.  We’re about to start our Session 4

 07  of our public hearing today on September 1st.  This

 08  session will run from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

 09  (inaudible) and if there are any members of the

 10  public who have joined us (inaudible).

 11           Today is the fourth of the six public

 12  hearings that MDOT SHA will be conducting for the

 13  I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft

 14  Environmental Impact Statement, or D-E-I-S.

 15  The Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and Joint

 16  Permit Application or J-P-A.  (Inaudible)

 17           I will be the Hearing Officer and am

 18  responsible for running today’s public hearing.

 19  Today’s hearing is being held jointly by MDOT SHA,

 20  the Federal Highway Administration, and the

 21  Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).  On
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 01  behalf of these agencies, and the Federal Highway

 02  Administration as the lead agency, I welcome you.

 03           The purpose of this hearing is for

 04  interested parties to provide official testimony

 05  and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives

 06  and associated impacts as detailed in the DEIS,

 07  and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetland

 08  impacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA.

 09           Today I’ll provide a brief overview of

 10  the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic

 11  resource impacts documented in the JPA.  I will

 12  introduce the panelists and identify ways for you

 13  to comment on the DEIS and JPA.

 14           Some panelists will then give statements

 15  on behalf of their agency.  Finally, I will review

 16  the hearing procedures and start calling on

 17  participants to provide testimony.

 18           The purpose of the I-495 and I-270

 19  Managed Lanes Study is to develop a travel demand

 20  management solution or solutions that addresses

 21  congestion, improves trip reliability on I-495 and
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 01  I-270 within the study limits and enhances

 02  existing and planned multimodal mobility and

 03  connectivity.  The needs for the Study are:

 04           Accommodate existing traffic and

 05  long-term traffic growth; enhance trip

 06  reliability; provide additional roadway travel

 07  choices; improve the Movement of goods and

 08  services; and accommodate Homeland Security.

 09  (Buzzing on tape.  Can’t hear enough to piece it

 10  together)

 11           (Technical difficulties.)

 12           MR. BING:  At this time I will turn the

 13  proceedings over to Amanda Sigillito to provide

 14  her statement.

 15           MS. SIGILLITO:   Hello.  Good evening.

 16  My name is Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nontidal

 17  Wetlands Division at the Maryland Department of

 18  the Environment, abbreviated MDE. I am the

 19  Panelist representing MDE at this public

 20  informational hearing for the I-495 and I-270

 21  Managed Lane Study Joint Permit Application.  MDE
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 01  appreciates both your interest and participation

 02  in the public comment process.

 03           It is the responsibility of MDE to

 04  evaluate applications that propose impacts to

 05  nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and

 06  waterways, including the 100-year nontidal

 07  floodplain.  MDE’s authority is found in Subtitles

 08  5 and 9 of the Environment Article.  Each

 09  application received through our regulatory

 10  program has specific and unique issues and impacts

 11  that must be considered in relationship to

 12  weighing the potential benefits and detriments for

 13  the Project.  MDE is neither a proponent nor

 14  opponent of any Project.  This public

 15  informational hearing is being conducted pursuant

 16  to Subsection 5-204 of the Environment Article and

 17  Code of Maryland Regulations 26.23.02.02 and

 18  26.17.04.13.

 19           The purpose of this public informational

 20  hearing is to provide the applicant with an

 21  opportunity to present an analysis of impacts that
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 01  may be associated with the proposed activity.  In

 02  addition, the hearing provides MDE with an

 03  opportunity to solicit additional information from

 04  interested persons.

 05           This public informational hearing is for

 06  the Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit

 07  Application No. 20-NT-0114/202060649 submitted by

 08  the Maryland Department of Transportation, State

 09  Highway Administration for the proposed

 10  construction of managed lanes along the I-495 and

 11  I-270 corridors within Montgomery and Prince

 12  George’s Counties.

 13           Please note that when MDE issues its

 14  decision on the permit application, the

 15  accompanying information will be sent to the

 16  interested persons list, as well as to the

 17  applicant.  At that time MDE’s decision will be a

 18  final agency determination; there will be no

 19  further opportunity for administrative review.

 20  Any person with standing who is either the

 21  applicant or who participated in the public
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 01  participation process through the submission of

 02  written or oral comments may petition for judicial

 03  review in Circuit Court.  The petition for

 04  judicial review must be filed within 30 days of

 05  the publication of any permit decision.  At this

 06  time I will turn the proceedings back to Mr. Bing.

 07           MR. BING:   Thank you, Amanda.  There are

 08  multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You

 09  can provide oral testimony through the public

 10  hearing or leave your testimony by voicemail.  You

 11  can also complete a Comment Form online or send an

 12  email or written letter.  Details on ways to

 13  comment can be found on the Program website by

 14  visiting the Participate and Provide Feedback

 15  page.

 16           Comments related to the JPA can be mailed

 17  or emailed to United States Army Corps of

 18  Engineers, Baltimore District or Maryland

 19  Department of the Environment Wetlands and

 20  Waterways Program.  Comments must be received

 21  before 11:59 p.m. on November 9, 2020. Please
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 01  continue to visit the Program website,

 02  495-270-p3.com/DEIS, for updates.  All comments

 03  received, whether at the hearing, through oral

 04  testimony or through other methods such as a

 05  Comment Form, voicemail, email and letter, will be

 06  given equal consideration.

 07           Again, the purpose of this public hearing

 08  is to allow the interested parties to provide

 09  public comments on the DEIS and JPA.

 10           Today’s joint public hearing is available

 11  to listen live by phone. Call-in information is

 12  available in the hearing brochure.

 13           My role as a Hearing Officer is to run a

 14  professional and orderly joint public hearing.  I

 15  understand how important the issues are related to

 16  the DEIS and the JPA and I take my role as Hearing

 17  Officer seriously.  I am committed to providing

 18  members of the public an opportunity to provide

 19  comments in an organized, fair, professional and

 20  orderly manner.

 21           Offensive or profane language will not be
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 01  allowed.  I also want to let everyone know that

 02  the agency representatives as well as myself, will

 03  not be answering questions or responding to any

 04  comments made during the hearing.  Responses to

 05  comments will be included in the Final

 06  Environmental Impact Statement.

 07           If you have joined us today to listen to

 08  the public hearing and would like to provide

 09  testimony, you may leave your recorded testimony

 10  via voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.

 11  Registration is not required to leave recorded

 12  testimony via voicemail.

 13           The panelists are interested in hearing

 14  comments about the Study from all interested

 15  individuals.  Please remember that we are

 16  recording this hearing.  Speak directly and

 17  clearly into the microphone, and provide your full

 18  name, address, and any organization you may

 19  represent.

 20           To ensure all will be heard there will be

 21  a three-minute time limit for public testimony and
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 01  a five-minute time limit for elected officials.

 02  The  time clock will start after you introduce

 03  yourself.  As the Hearing Officer, if you are

 04  unable to conclude your comments at the end of

 05  your time period.  I will ask you to finish your

 06  testimony.

 07           So that ends our prepared statements.

 08  We’re now into public testimony, for those who

 09  have shown up to provide public testimony so I’m

 10  going to call up Prince George’s County Department

 11  of Public Works and Transportation Major Projects

 12  Manager, Victor Weissberg.

 13           So Victor, as you come up please state

 14  your name and spell your name and provide your

 15  address.  You will have three minutes although we

 16  will give you a little bit more time.  I’m going

 17  to call you up in one second.

 18           So then we are going to give you five

 19  minutes by virtue of the fact that I know that

 20  when your colleague was here earlier representing

 21  our County Executive and so we’re going to give
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 01  you the extra two minutes that you should have had

 02  this morning. Okay?

 03           Before I go I just want to make sure that

 04  our Court Reporter is recording.  Yes?  Okay.  So

 05  then if you can state your name, spell your name,

 06  and provide your address.

 07           MR. WEISSBERG:   Victor Weissberg.

 08  V-I-C-T-O-R.  W-E-I-S-S-B-E-R-G.  Okay.  The

 09  address is 9400 Peppercorn Place, Upper Marlboro,

 10  Maryland 20774.

 11           I’m Victor Weissberg on behalf of the

 12  Prince George’s County Department of Public Works

 13  and Transportation.  We appreciate the opportunity

 14  to speak at this hearing on the I-495 and I-270

 15  Managed Lanes Study and go through the National

 16  Environmental Protection Act process and is

 17  currently open for comment on the DEIS.

 18           The lengthy document is now nearing

 19  19,000 pages and some additional elements were

 20  added then after the initial release.  While

 21  agencies and large organizations are challenged to
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 01  pour through a document of that size, it’s an even

 02  greater burden to the average impacted resident or

 03  concerned individuals or analyzing comment on such

 04  a voluminous technical document. Especially during

 05  the Pandemic.

 06           We do appreciate that.  Some recognition

 07  has been made and that timeline has been extended

 08  from October 8th to November 9th and we do

 09  appreciate that.

 10           We do also have some concerns with some

 11  elements of the outreach process.  Just the length

 12  of the document itself is just no more than what I

 13  think an average citizen can realistically be

 14  expected to sift through, and, you know, I

 15  understand that some of the documents, since

 16  buildings such as libraries and things like that

 17  were not open during the Pandemic, if there were

 18  metal containers that could get really hot that

 19  were in parking lots, that was a concern as well.

 20  We just don’t think that that's up to the level of

 21  standard and transparency that we’ve come to
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 01  expect from the state.

 02           So as we move forward, the County does

 03  want to be assured that the state is meeting with

 04  impacted individuals and providing ample and

 05  acceptable notification throughout the process and

 06  we really want to emphasize that point.

 07           The County does reiterate the need for a

 08  holistic approach that reduces congestion and

 09  incorporates transit and supports a balanced,

 10  sustainable development.  We wish to collaborate

 11  regionally to address the American Legion Bridge

 12  and Woodrow Wilson bridge through this project,

 13  bringing Maryland and Virginia together on both

 14  sides of the Potomac River.  It is critical that

 15  the project is context sensitive and will make

 16  more appropriate connections to establish major

 17  economic drivers as specified by the County

 18  throughout the 1-495 corridor and has been

 19  recognized by the state (inaudible) projects as

 20  imperative for both the County and the State.  The

 21  project currently is just west of the MD 5
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 01  Interchange, we continue to believe that

 02  additional work is needed to ensure complete and

 03  comprehensive project development.

 04           The County has strongly advocated for

 05  connectivity through major employment and activity

 06  centers, especially downtown Largo, which contains

 07  for the University of Maryland Capitol Region

 08  Medical Center which is slated to open next year.

 09           The most recent Draft of the DEIS does

 10  contain partial access points at MD 202 and MD

 11  215, but not direct access at Arena Drive.  The

 12  partial access is a concern because we can see

 13  it's just a ride in and a ride out, and would not

 14  actually allow for the predominant flow creating

 15  the most accessible access to downtown Largo and

 16  the Regional Hospital.  (Inaudible) Interchange to

 17  serve that employment center.

 18           The County believes it is critical for

 19  this Project to be comprehensive and multimodal

 20  and appreciate extending the Public Transportation

 21  opportunity are being considered within the
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 01  Project’s framework.  But we really think that

 02  needs a lot more flushing out and a lot more

 03  development.

 04           We must ensure the transit connects key

 05  communities and economic centers without the

 06  circumference of the Capitol Beltway.  While

 07  transit is mentioned in the document, greater

 08  specificity and comprehensive integration of

 09  transit is needed.

 10           MR. BING:   You have a couple seconds

 11  left.

 12           MR. WEISSBERG:   Okay.

 13           Okay.  And in addition the project must

 14  enable bicycle and pedestrian connectivity along

 15  the alignment, particularly at points like the

 16  continuation of the Hansen Creek Trail, the

 17  Central Avenue Connector Trail, and the

 18  (inaudible) trail.  Thank you.

 19           MR. BING:   Okay.  It is 5:55 p.m. and at

 20  this time we do not have any individuals who are

 21  here to provide public testimony.  This session of
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 01  our public hearing today will remain open from

 02  5:30 to 7:30.  We will have a final session from

 03  7:30 to 9.  But right now we will go into recess.

 04           I will come back periodically, probably

 05  the next time will be 6:30 to provide an update

 06  unless we have someone who shows up to provide

 07  public testimony. In that case we’ll come back

 08  right away to hear that person’s testimony.

 09           So at this point we are in recess.  Thank

 10  you very much.

 11           (In Recess)

 12           MR. BING:   We still do not have any

 13  additional people who have shown up to provide

 14  public testimony so we are going in recess again.

 15  This session is open until 7:30, so I will come

 16  back on at 7 o’clock to provide an update unless

 17  someone shows up and wants to give public

 18  testimony.

 19           So again we will remain in recess and I

 20  would come back on at 7 o’clock.  Thank you.

 21           (In Recess)
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 01           MR. BING:   Okay.  It’s 7 o’clock p.m.

 02  and we still do not have any folks who have shown

 03  up to provide public testimony.   We’re in recess.

 04  This session will run till 7:30 so I will come

 05  back on at 7:30 unless we have someone show up and

 06  then we will obviously take their testimony and

 07  we’ll remain in recess until 7:30.  At 7:30 we

 08  will begin our final session which will run from

 09  7:30 to 9 o’clock.  We will remain in recess at

 10  this point.  Thank you very much.

 11           (In Recess)

 12           MR. BING:   Okay.  It is now 7:30.  We

 13  are now ending our Session 4 which ran from 5:30

 14  to 7:30 and you will be starting

 15  our final session for the evening which would be

 16  Session 5 which will start in just a few minutes

 17  so we will take a one or two-minute break and then

 18  we’ll come back on and we will complete our

 19  statements for the final session and this hearing

 20  will close at 9 o’clock.

 21           As a reminder for those listening by
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 01  phone, you can leave testimony via voicemail and

 02  anyone who’s looking to testify in person, we will

 03  be here till 9 o’clock.  Thank you very much.

 04           (In Recess)

 05           Welcome.  We are going to start our 7:30

 06  session which is Session No. 5.  This will run

 07  from 7:30 till 9.  We will make some opening

 08  statements, and then if we have anyone here to

 09  provide testimony we will offer that opportunity

 10  for folks to provide their public testimony.

 11           So good afternoon.  I am Andrew Bing with

 12  the Maryland Department of Transportation, State

 13  Highway Administration, abbreviated MDOT SHA.

 14           Today’s the fourth of six joint public

 15  hearings that MDOT SHA will be conducting for the

 16  I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study Draft

 17  Environmental Impact Statement, or D-E-I-S, the

 18  Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation and Joint Permit

 19  Application, or J-P-A.

 20           I will be the Hearing Officer and am

 21  responsible for running today’s public hearing.
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 01  Today’s hearing is being held jointly by MDOT SHA,

 02  the Federal Highway Administration, and the

 03  Maryland Department of the Environment.  On behalf

 04  of these agencies and the Federal Highway

 05  Administration as the lead agency, I welcome you.

 06           The purpose of this hearing is for

 07  interested parties to provide official testimony

 08  and comments on the Study’s proposed alternatives

 09  and associated impacts as detailed in the DEIS,

 10  and the floodplain, waterway, and nontidal wetland

 11  impacts detailed in the Federal/State JPA.

 12           Today, I will provide a brief overview of

 13  the Managed Lanes Study background and the aquatic

 14  resource impacts documented in the JPA.  I will

 15  introduce the panelists and identify ways for you

 16  to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  Some panelists

 17  will then give statements on behalf of their

 18  agencies.

 19           Finally, I will review the hearing

 20  procedures and start calling on participants to

 21  provide testimony.
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 01           The purpose of the I-495 & I-270 Managed

 02  Lanes Study is to develop a travel demand

 03  management solution or solutions that addresses

 04  congestion, improves trip reliability on I-495 and

 05  I-270 within the study limits and enhances

 06  existing and planned multimodal mobility and

 07  connectivity.  The needs for the Study are:

 08  Accommodate existing traffic and long-term traffic

 09  growth; enhance trip reliability; provide

 10  additional roadway travel choices; improve the

 11  Movement of goods and services; and accommodate

 12  Homeland Security.

 13           In addition, two goals were identified

 14  for the Study: Incorporate alternative funding

 15  sources to achieve financial viability and

 16  environmental responsibility.

 17           The Study limits include:  I-495 from

 18  south of the George Washington Memorial Parkway in

 19  Fairfax County Virginia, including improvements to

 20  the American Legion Bridge over the Potomac River,

 21  to west of MD 5 and along I-270 from I-495 to
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 01  north of I-370, including the east and west I-270

 02  spurs in Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties,

 03  Maryland.

 04           In addition to the no-build alternative

 05  there are six Build Alternatives under

 06  consideration for improvements within these

 07  limits:

 08           Alternatives 8, 9, 9Modified, 10, 13B,

 09  and 13C.  Aquatic resource impacts would

 10  range from between 155,229 and 156,948 Linear

 11  Feet of streams:  Between 16.1 and 16.5 acres of

 12  nontidal wetland buffers; between 116.5 and 120

 13  Acres of FEMA100-year floodplains.

 14           Detailed impacts by alternative can be

 15  found in the DEIS, the JPA, and the JPA Public

 16  Notice.  Please be reminded that all hearing

 17  materials including online narrated display

 18  materials, are available on the Program website,

 19  495-270-p3.com/DEIS.

 20           Today’s public hearing is being

 21  audio-recorded.  The official transcript of the
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 01  joint public hearing testimony will become part of

 02  the project record and will be available for

 03  public review on the Program website.

 04           I will now introduce representatives of

 05  MDOT SHA, Federal Highway Administration  and

 06  Maryland Department of the Environment who are in

 07  attendance for today’s hearing:   Lisa Choplin,

 08  I-495 & I-270 P3 Program Director, MDOT SHA.  Jeff

 09  Folden, I-495 &

 10  I-270 P3 Program Deputy Director, MDOT SHA.  Caryn

 11  Brookman, I-495 & I-270 P3 Program Environmental

 12  Program Manager, MDOT SHA.  Shabnam Izadi, Title

 13  VI Coordinator, MDOT SHA.

 14           Shabnam is listening live to the hearings

 15  remotely.

 16           Keilyn Perez, FHWA Maryland Division,

 17  Area Engineer; Amanda Sigillito, Nontidal Wetlands

 18  Division Chief, Maryland Department of the

 19  Environment.  Bill Seiger Chief, Waterways

 20  Construction Division, Maryland Department of the

 21  Environment.
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 01           On behalf of Shabnam Izadi, the Title VI

 02  Officer for today’s public hearing, I will explain

 03  the significance of Title VI and how it relates to

 04  the Transportation Project planning process.

 05           Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

 06  was put into effect to prohibit discrimination on

 07  the basis of race, color, or national origin.  To

 08  support the Act, the United States government

 09  designated additional statutes, laws, regulations,

 10  and executive orders to provide guidance for the

 11  effective execution of the objectives of Title VI.

 12           As a recipient of federal funds, MDOT SHA

 13  is responsible for upholding the principles of

 14  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and

 15  related guidance.  MDOT SHA’s policies and

 16  programs should not discriminate against people on

 17  the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex,

 18  age, English proficiency, income level or

 19  disability.  The MDOT SHA policies and programs

 20  should avoid disproportionately high or adverse

 21  impacts among minority populations and low-income
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 01  populations.

 02           MDOT SHA seeks to provide citizens,

 03  stakeholder groups and other interested parties

 04  with reasonable opportunities to be involved in

 05  the planning process.

 06           With that said, MDOT is required to

 07  capture this data to demonstrate its compliance

 08  with Federal Regulation 23 CFR 200.9(b)(4) and

 09  more importantly, to consider the transportation

 10  needs of the community by hearing from you.

 11  Compliance is voluntary.

 12           However, in order to demonstrate

 13  compliance with the Federal regulation, the

 14  information requested must be documented when

 15  provided.  It will not be used for any other

 16  purpose except to show that those who are affected

 17  by the project or have an interest in the project

 18  have been given an opportunity to provide input

 19  throughout the planning process.

 20           We invite you to take our Voluntary

 21  Demographic Survey.  This survey will help us to
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 01  ensure that we are reaching the communities that

 02  are affected by the I-495 & I-270 Managed Lanes

 03  Study.  If you have questions or need assistance,

 04  call 410-545-0377.

 05           For more information regarding Title VI

 06  of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other

 07  non-discrimination laws, review the Civil Rights

 08  under Title VI brochure.  Both the survey and

 09  brochure can be found on the Program website by

 10  visiting the Participate and Provide Feedback page

 11  as well as it is available at the registration

 12  table.

 13           Any member of the public has the right to

 14  file a discrimination complaint against MDOT SHA

 15  if he/she feels MDOT SHA does not comply with the

 16  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the

 17  related statutes.  The process for filing a

 18  complaint is outlined in the Title VI brochure

 19  located on the website and also at the

 20  registration table.

 21           Lastly, if you or someone that you know
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 01  speaks limited English and may need translation

 02  services to get project information, please call

 03  833-858-5960 for assistance.

 04           At this time I will turn the proceedings

 05  over to Amanda Sigillito to provide her statement.

 06           MS. SIGILLITO:   Hello.  Good evening.

 07  My name is Amanda Sigillito, Chief of the Nontidal

 08  Wetlands Division at the Maryland Department of

 09  the Environment, abbreviated MDE.  I am the

 10  Panelist representing MDE at this public

 11  informational hearing for the I-495 and I-270

 12  Managed Lanes Study, Joint Permit Application.

 13  MDE appreciates both your interest and

 14  participation in the public comment process.

 15           It is the responsibility of MDE to

 16  evaluate applications that propose impact to

 17  nontidal wetlands, the nontidal wetland buffer and

 18  waterways, including the 100-year nontidal

 19  floodplain.  MDE’s authority is found in Subtitles

 20  5 and 9 of the Environment Article.  Each

 21  application received through our regulatory
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 01  program has specific and unique issues and impacts

 02  that must be considered in relationship to

 03  weighing the potential benefits and detriments of

 04  the project.  MDE is neither a proponent nor

 05  opponent of any project.

 06           This public informational hearing is

 07  being conducted pursuant to Subsection 5-204 of

 08  the Environment Article and Code of Maryland

 09  Regulations 26.23.02.02 and  26.17.04.13.  The

 10  purpose of this public informational hearing is to

 11  provide the applicant with an opportunity to

 12  present an analysis of impacts that may be

 13  associated with the proposed activity.  In

 14  addition, the hearing provides MDE with an

 15  opportunity to solicit additional information from

 16  interested persons.

 17           This public informational hearing is the

 18  for Nontidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit

 19  Application No. 20-NT–0114/202060649 submitted by

 20  the Maryland Department of Transportation, State

 21  Highway Administration for the proposed
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 01  construction of managed lanes along I-495 and

 02  I-270 corridors within Montgomery and Prince

 03  George’s Counties.

 04           Please note that when MDE issues its

 05  decision on the permit application, the

 06  accompanying information will be sent to the

 07  interested persons list, as well as to the

 08  applicant.  At that time, MDE’s decision will be a

 09  final agency determination; there will be no

 10  further opportunity for administrative review.

 11  Any person with standing, who is either the

 12  applicant or who participated in the public

 13  participation process through the submission of

 14  written or oral comments may petition judicial

 15  review in Circuit Court.  The petition for

 16  judicial review must be filed within 30 days of

 17  the publication of any permit decision.  At this

 18  time, I will turn the proceedings back to Mr.

 19  Bing.  Thank you.

 20           MR. BING:   Thank you, Amanda.  There are

 21  multiple ways to comment on the DEIS and JPA.  You
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 01  can provide oral testimony through the public

 02  hearing or leave your testimony by voicemail.  You

 03  can also complete a Comment Form online or send an

 04  email or written letter.  Details on ways to

 05  comment can be found on the Program website by

 06  visiting the Participate and Provide Feedback

 07  page.

 08           Comments related to the JPA can be mailed

 09  or emailed to United States Corps of Engineers,

 10  Baltimore District or Maryland Department of the

 11  Environment, Wetlands and Waterways Program.

 12  Comments must be received before 11:59 p.m. on

 13  November 9, 2020.

 14           Please continue to visit the Program

 15  website, 495-270-p3.com/DEIS for updates.  All

 16  comments received, whether at the hearing through

 17  oral testimony or through other methods, such as a

 18  Comment Form, voicemail, email or letter, will be

 19  given equal consideration.

 20           Again, the purpose of this public hearing

 21  is to allow interested parties to provide public
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 01  comments on the DEIS and JPA.

 02  Today’s joint public hearing is available to

 03  listen live by phone.  Call-in information is

 04  available in the hearing brochure.

 05           My role as the Hearing Officer is to run

 06  a professional, orderly joint public hearing.  I

 07  understand how important the issues are related to

 08  the DEIS and the JPA and I take my role as Hearing

 09  Officer seriously.  I am committed to providing

 10  members of the public an opportunity to provide

 11  comments in an organized, fair, professional and

 12  orderly manner.

 13           Offensive or profane language will not be

 14  allowed.  I also want to let everyone know that

 15  the agency representatives, as well as myself,

 16  will not be answering questions or responding to

 17  any comments made during the hearing.  Responses

 18  to comments will be included in the Final

 19  Environmental Impact Statement.

 20           If you have joined us today to listen to

 21  the public hearing and would like to provide
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 01  testimony you may leave recorded testimony via

 02  voicemail by calling 855-432-1483.  Registration

 03  is not required to leave recorded testimony via

 04  voicemail.

 05           The panelists are interested in hearing

 06  comments about the Study from all interested

 07  individuals.  Please remember that we are

 08  recording this hearing.  Speak directly and

 09  clearly in the microphone. Give your full name and

 10  address and any organization you may represent.

 11           To ensure all will be heard, there will

 12  be a 3-minute time limit for public testimony and

 13  a 5-minute time limit for elected officials.  The

 14  time clock will start after you introduce

 15  yourself.  As the Hearing Officer, if you are

 16  unable to conclude your comments at the end of

 17  your time period, I will ask you to finish your

 18  testimony.

 19           So at this time it is 7:45.  We do not

 20  have any individuals present who wish to provide

 21  public testimony.  This hearing will remain open
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 01  until 9 o’clock p.m. tonight.

 02  I will come back and provide an update in

 03  approximately 30 minutes at 8:15.  If we receive

 04  someone who wants to provide public testimony

 05  before that, we will come back and take that

 06  testimony.  At this point we will remain in recess

 07  until 8:15.  Thank you.

 08           (In Recess)

 09           MR. BING:   Okay.  It is 8:15 p.m.

 10  We’re still in recess.  We have not had anyone

 11  sign in to provide public testimony so we will

 12  remain in recess.  This hearing will conclude at 9

 13  o’clock tonight.  I will not come back for any

 14  other updates unless we have someone who shows up

 15  to provide testimony.

 16           So we will remain in recess until 9

 17  o’clock when the hearing closes, and I will give

 18  some final concluding remarks at that time.  Thank

 19  you.

 20           (In recess)

 21           MR. BING:   It’s approaching 9 o’clock
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 01  p.m. which is the closing hour for our public

 02  hearing today on September 1st.  We do have two

 03  more public hearings.  The next one will be on

 04  Thursday, September 3rd, and then the final one

 05  will be Thursday, September 10th in Montgomery

 06  County.

 07           The public hearing will remain open until

 08  November 9, 2020, and again we thank everyone who

 09  took the time to provide public testimony today

 10  and listening to the public testimony and this

 11  hearing is now closed.  Thank you.

 12           (Whereupon, at 9:00 p.m., the public

 13  comment hearing was adjourned.)

 14  

 15  

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  
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 01  STATE OF MARYLAND SS:

 02           I, a Notary Public of the State of

 03  Maryland, do hereby certify that this transcript

 04  is as true a record of the proceedings as is

 05  audible on the recording.

 06           I further certify that I am not of

 07  counsel to any of the parties nor an employee of

 08  counsel nor related to any of the parties nor in

 09  any way interested in the outcome of this action.

 10           As witness my hand and notarial seal this

 11  14th day of September, 2020.

 12  

 13  My commission expires:

 14  September 21, 2022

 15  

 16  __________________________

 17        Notary Public

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  



