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MANAGED ﬂ s

LANES STUDY

TRANSPORTATION TERMINOLOGY

General purpose (GP) Lanes are lanes on a freeway or expressway that are open to all motor vehicles

Managed Lanes are highway facilities or a set of lanes where operational strategies are proactively implemented and managed in response to changing conditions.

High-occupancy Vehicle Managed Lanes (HOV) are a highway or street lane reserved for the use of high-occupancy vehicles,
a motor vehicle carrying at least two or more persons, including carpools, vanpools, and buses.

Priced Managed Lanes combines two highway management tools: ( RIGHT LANE

BUSES CAR POOLS
ONLY
—

Congestion Pricing: The use of pricing to moderate demand during peak periods Is common In sectors such as
power and air travel. Similarly, the concept of value pricing within the highway sector involves the introduction of
road user charges that vary with the level of congestion and/or time of day, providing incentives for motorists to
shift some trips to off-peak times, less-congested routes, or alternative modes. Higher prices may also encourage
motorists to combine lower-valued trips with other journeys or eliminate them entirely. When peak-period
volumes are high, a shift in a relatively small proportion of trips can lead to substantial reductions in overall
congestion levels and more reliable travel times.

Lane Management: The rationale for lane management is to maintain a superior level of service and provide an alternative
to general-purpose lanes during peak travel periods. Lane management involves restricting access to designated highway
lanes based on occupancy or vehicle type. By limiting the number of vehicles in designated lanes, It Is possible to maintain
a desirable level of traffic service. Managed lanes are separated from general-purpose lanes by differentiating pavement
striping or physical barriers, with entry often but not always Iimited to designated locations.

Contraflow Lane is a managed lane operating in the opposite direction of the normal flow
of traffic and designated for peak-direction travel; separated by pylons or movable barrier.

Pylons

s- JSIS ; ' 15
Reversible Lane is facility in which the direction of traffic flow can be changed at different = / o/l /
times of the day to match peak direction of travel, typically inbound in the morning and - - K i 7 ontpeskDrecton
outbound in the afternoon. e =

Transportation Systems Management (TSM) are actions that
Improve the operation and coordination of transportation
services and facilities.

Travel Demand Management (TDM) is a variety of strategies, T Reversbletanes
techniques, or incentives aimed at providing the most efficient

and effective use of existing transportation services and

facilities (e.g. rideshare and telecommuting promotion, managed

lanes, preferential parking, road pricing, etc.) /W) OO MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
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